
Russian parfiaraent moves to limit Yeltsin’s powers 

MOSCOW (R) — Russia's conservative parliament passed a law on 
Friday (mended to impose tough restraints on President Boris Yeltsin's 
freedonffo appoint his government. But Mr. Yeltsin appeared strongly 
placed to torpedo the law in his fight to retain special emergency powers. 
Key articles can take effect only if the Congress of People's Deputies, the 
country's highest legislature, approves constitutional amendments when it 
meets on December 1. These changes would demand a two-thirds 
majority — something Yeltsin's opponents are far from sure of achieving. 
Partiamcnt voted by 137 votes to 13 in favour of a new law on government 
that makes Yeltsin's appointment of a prime minister subject to approval 
by both congress and the sitting partiamcnt. Key ministers including (he 
finance, economics, defence and security ministers would have to be 
endorsed by parliament. Mr. Yeltsin is pressing for congress to extend 
special powers he has enjoyed over ihe last year to appoint government 
members directly, without parliamentary approval. Conservative oppo- 
nents hope to use the congress session to strip him of those powers and 
remove key ministers. 
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Israeli soldiers kill one Palestinian, wound 2 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM ( APJ — Israeli troops Friday shot to death'a 
Palestinian teenager after their patrol was stoned in the town of Hebron in 
the occupied West Bank. Israeli army said. Also Friday. Palestinian 
reporters said that a 55-year-old woman was shot in the chest when the 
army raided her home seeking her son, who was wanted for suspected 
anti-Israel activities. The son. Khcr Edin. 21, was not in Ihe house, they 
said. The woman was identified as Fayza Nur Edin. a resident of the Farrs 
Valley near the town of Tamoun in ihe West Bank. She was reported in 
serious condition at Jerusalem's Mukassed Hospital. Another son. Nur 
Edin. 21 , was treated for a minor gunshot wound in the back sustained in 
the raid, the Palestinian reports said. The Israeli army said it had no 
information on the incident but was checking. In the occupied Gaza Strip, 
a curfew remained on the town of Khan Yunis, where ]9 Palestinians and 
lour border policemen were wounded in stone-throwing clashes on 
Thursday, Palestinian reports said. The riots were sparked by the deaths 
of three Palestinians during clashes Wednesday with the army. The youth 
killed in Hebron was identified by the army as lyad Musk. 17 
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S. Lebanon 

ek. Tr.-; r.r*-. i^y/EL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
1 it could aq jyime Mmister Yitzhak Rabin 
PduJe cir.er * griday acknowledged Israel’s ac- 
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sh has Msrcd ^Ir. Rabin told the radio, 
lustor.iar. ' “I have no evidence that Hiz- 

liess ; oliah out of the blue fired the 

ickets. the katyushas. against 
gic?.- -.»^‘ r g eIS in Israel,” he said. He 
1 4 *^lyded Hizbollah attacks were “in 
r CO- *L faction to an Israeli action by air 
' r on the ground against Hizbol- 
LO.;;s .?,_h.” 

ger Rc : - V His remarks contrasted with 
two \ 7 :: s-vatements by other Israeli offi- 
f ; - ;; r^T.als who referred to the Hizbol- 
ms 7 / j; ;. c r..b attacks as unprovoked acts of 
this c_t.:t ••T. rror > sm against Jewish civilians. 
io --~7_ Meanwhile Israel Friday fired 

tcin.v 7.’’^! tout 20 shells from its self- 

I0 '. ".."7,7' sclared “security zone” into 
ante' ■ - ."?i irren hillsides of South Lebanon 
fears faded of a massive 
'* -;.TaeIi assault to avenge the kill- 
’ ’ r . .;;;gbf an Israeli soldier. 

; r • ’ :: Security sources said the artfl- 

** s ' "V shells blasted the hills north 

^ : the “security zone” near the 

V ' 7 Pages of Haris, Kafra and Yater 
‘it there were no casualties from 
Un " -e brief barrage, 

h :%.!•. Hizbollah guerrillas, who on 

iir ' rursday defied Israel’s largest 

lild-up in the area in seven 
9 j , : - ; are, had melted away. No gun- 

or positions were visible 
; w * r frontlines facing Israeli 

iiice 

The guerrillas killed an Israeli 
r • 'Idler and wounded two others 
... an attack on Thursday after 
u '"“ '. CHing one United Nations 
'J-Nj peacekeeper from Nepal 
cr “ : _id wounding three others, 

akij . U.N. sources said U-N. obser- 

)c : , 7 ■’■jis saw the Israeli army pull out 

iM*-' r * -j'.ree artillery batteries, consist- 
♦ero A.'- . . r ‘-g of four guns each, from the 
iwd . .. -ecurity zone" and back into 
er. ’.‘a >' - : irthem Israel on Friday. 
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r: tefugee talks 

*&■' i : nd with no 

jm;:; — ‘ 

'progress 

nerr ^. * ‘ ..ITAWA (AP) — Israel agreed 

he i* participate m a conference on 

ter - ”■ .. (ddle East refugees after it was 

he isuaded to accept the head of 

ts. '.he; Palestihian delegation as a 

jp ^ ■■ ■ ' - I gotiating partner, 
von*.-" ' '••■ r; ' l ;.But the conference ended with 
urr -■ - 1 ■' • delegations unable to reach 
■pro" asensus on key issues. Further 

•'V--* ’ ks were set for next year in 
,bo*j: - ■:-** » tway. 

I’hc • - 'J Marc Perron, the Canadian ex- 
' s s, . r . w -".nal affairs official chairing the 
UJV'. .t” "ks, said delegates agreed on 
; ' _,.. L ^ ; -*t need to develop, a base of 

ormation on children in re- 
,inv ' ;<-e camps, seen as necessary 

ijjfore such matters as child web 
m£- ; e can be addressed. 

bY & ^ But there was disagreement 

_ :r family reunification, an issue 

I 5 - \. ught with difficulty. 

1 . - j .. . - - :: ' Palestinians insist that th«r 
r to return to die homeland 
" n% l ’L .! • :■>;* lost when Israel was created 

r m ‘ -*- ^.1948 be the fbondation of the 
1 fere nee 's actions. 

» lVi "r r . : . • srael rejects this, saying that 
return of large numbers of 
Av;> ' . estinians would cause Israel to 

o - r '■ " e ‘fs Jewish character. 

J - srael walked out of the muiti- 
s j .=‘ i ’ : '7*^ s; ’ :ral working group on refugees 
v-Ik- ; ‘ ^ ,- idnesday, complaining that 
• 7^- thammad Hallaj, director of 
Jude"* : •: ■■ Washington-based Centre for 

j. '^icy Analysis on Palestine, was 
? member of the Palestine; 
scute: " ,/ional Council <PNQ. 

i . rtjili'sraelis say the council is tied to 
GreS*''-^ Palestine Liberation Oga- 
* 1{ *° n (MjO), which they con- 

Di-ys *r a terrorist organisation. 

F- -:y . have refused to negotiate, 
yi.- ".h members of the PLO, the 
Grtf’.' 1 .. .rnefl. or Palestinians from East 

Soli . J. osalem. 

K ) - n' .lut in a compromise woriced 
• j. r 4 t \ overnight by the Americans, 
i'p\ i ’ 4 ‘‘^sians and Canadians, it was 

r - - v ' l c ; ermined .thar HaUaj’s mem- 
'‘.ship in the Palestine National 
tnui'-’ ■* ’ JncU was “lapsed.” That satis- 

i ;J the Israelis, and they re- 
•• ,ied the talks on their final day. 

' i T »•- he Middle East is historically- 

■ ^ ; * • *wn for missing opportunities, 
ai 'r. t %•* were about to miss yet 

^ f- \ (Coutmued on page 3) 

1*1 *' fh. ' 

U^' V .< ; ; ■ 

hi ■— 


.. u 

GW 1 ' . 
K:r* if’ 




Jordan celebrates King’s birthday 
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' vacLtios in FigiOns provoked guerrillas rocket 
n the prsis^^iiacks on its northern rowtis. 

■xi ip. ;he Ta,-^u “There have been no actions 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein issued the first general 
pardon in 10 years Thursday, 
granting general amnesty to pris- 
oners and detainees two days 
before he celebrates his 57th 
birthday. 

The amnesty will set free mem- 
bers of two Islamist political orga- 
nisations as well as left-wing poli- 
tical activists who have been 
charged or convicted of security- 
related crimes. 

Convicts charged or found guil- 
ty of murder, robberies, rape, 
drug trafficking and spying were 
not included in Thursday’s 
amnesty. Minister of Justice 
Youssef Mubeidin announced. 

The King, who has a history of 
pardoning political opponents, 
authorised Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker to oversee the 
release of some 140 prisoners and 
detainees. 

In a letter to Sharif Zeid. the 
King announced the general 
amnesty and expressed confi- 
dence in the competence of the 
judicial system and the govern- 
ment. In the letter, he also ex- 
pressed full confidence in the 
Jordanian people and heralded 
their judgement, saying he was 
proud that they were able to 
differentiate between democratic 
freedoms and attempts to exploit 
them. 

He said the pardoning of the 
prisoners arose, in part, from the 
values of tolerance and patience 
taught in the Koran. Those who 
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had "got ten off the track” and 
attempted to exploit freedom 
would be pardoned and given 
another chance, said the King in 
his letter to the prime minister. 

The Royal announcement of 
the amnesty also carried with it a 
warning to future subversive ele- 
ments. Anyone wishing to 
threaten democracy, ''or exploit 
freedom with the aim of subven- 
ing it.” would be stopped, said 
the King. 

The general amnesty came only 
two days after a landmark court- 
case against two Lower House of 
Parliament deputies came to a 
stunning close. Accused of mem- 
bership in an illegal organisation. 
Shabab A1 Nafeer At Islami 
(Vanguards of the Islamic 
Youth), deputies Laith Shbeilat 
and Yacoub Qarrash were sent- 
enced to 20 years with hard 
labour for plotting to overthrow 
the monarchy. 

The case had been given inter- 
national attention and was 
marked by allegations of ques- 
tionable testimony and the res- 
ignation of defence lawyers. 

Political observers say that evi- 
dence presented in Ihe case 
against Mr. Shbeilat and Mr. 
Qarrash was not sufficient. 

The two Islamist deputies are 
not the only people affected by 
the general amnesty. Members of 
the militant Islamic group. 
Mohammad's Army, as well as 
members of the Muslim Brother- 
hood's Palestinian sisL'r group 
Hamas as well as members of (he 
left-wing Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP). 
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are cxpecied lo be among the 
detainees and prisoners released. 

The King gave pardons to poli- 
tical opponents on several occa- 
sions during his 4U-ycur reign in 
an attempt to bring them "back 
into the fold of society.” said one 
political observer. 

Legally, the general pardon 
makes, "null and void ’ the 
“punishments and the accusa- 
tions” made against deputies 
Shbeilat and Qarrash and the two 
merchants who were also sent- 
enced in the A! Nafeer Al Islami 
trial, said Minister of Interior 
Jawdai Sboul in a statement. 

Thus, the two deputies will 
continue to serve as parliamenta- 
rians. Parliament is currently in 
recess but is scheduled to recon- 
vene on Dec. 1. 

The King expressed confidence 
in the executive, legislative and 
judicial branches of the govern- 
ment as well as the people to 
carry out the demands and 
obligations that the building of a 
democratic society required. He 
also called on citizens to play a 
role in safeguarding the democra- 
tic process. 

He expressed hope that those 
who had been ' derailed’’ would 
be brought back into the fold of 
the mainstream so that “no one in 
our family remains outside the 
national circle.” 

The government of Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
held a special Cabinet meeting 
Thursday night and gave the 
Cabinet's seal to the Royal De- 
cree. which is known 3s the Draft 
Law on Amnestv of 1992. The 


draft law is expected 10 come into 
effect Sunday when it is published 
in the official gazette. 

The prime minister hailed ihe 
Royal Decree as an ideal 
approach to further paving the 
road towards democracy. In a 
reply to the King's letter, the 
prime minister praised the King 
for his humanitarian and noble 
approach and said the decree will 
“bring joy to hearts of many 
Jordanians.” The King's decision 
was characteristic of the King's 
tolerant nature which set an ex- 
ample for leaders everywhere, 
said the prime minister. 

Speaker of the Upper House of 
Parliament Ahmad A] Lawzi said 
the amnesty reflected the King’s 
character, which encompasses the 
ability to forgive, have mercy, be 
loleTant. 

Abdul Latif Arabiyat. the 
speaker of the Lower House and 
a member of the Muslim Brother- 
hood. praised the King’s decision 
and said the move would bring 
Jordanians “closer together.” 

The people that the King has 
pardoned in the past were mostly 
political opponents who had cal- 
led for the downfall of the monar- 
chy. These opponents were fre- 
quently militant Islamists and lef- 
tist political activists. On one 
occasion, however, the King par- 
doned a former major-general 
who has involved in a failed 
military coup attempt to over- 
throw him in the late !950’s. 

Political analysts say the King’s 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Up to 40 feared dead in 
Somali food shootout 


NAIROBI (R) — Up to 40 peo- 
ple may have been killed in a 
shootout between guards and 
gunmen over a convoy of relief 
food in Somalia, relief sources 
said Friday. 

They said four men guarding 
the convoy were known to have 
been killed when gunmen attack- 
ed it on the outskirts of Baidoa, 
some 250 kilometres northwest of 
Mogadishu. Five people were 
wounded. 

“Unconfirmed reports say up 
to 40 people from both sides may 
have been killed,** said a spokes- 
woman for the U.S. agency Care, 
which was transporting the food 
to Baidoa. 

If confirmed, it would be the 
most serious attack on an interna- 
tional operation to distribute re- 
lief for 4.5 million people caught 
in the world’s worst famine for 
decades. 

The operation has been dogged 
by lawlessness and banditry by 
clan gunmen vying for control 
over Somalia since they toppled 
President Mohammad Siad Barre 
in January 1991. 


The convoy was carrying 250 
tonnes of wheat to Baidoa, 
known as the “city of death" to 
aid workers because of a daily 
death toll of up to 400 starving 
people. 

Seven trucks went back to 
Mogadishu, one reached Baidoa 
and eight were hijacked, the Care 
spokeswoman said. 

Aid workers said there was spe- 
culation that the convoy was 
attacked to supply gunmen fight- 
ing a clan war in southern Soma- 
lia for the past four weeks. 

Baidoa is nominally under the 
control of warlord Mohmmad 
Farah Aideed, whose wing of the 
United Somali Congress (USC) 
claims control of two-thirds of 
southern Somalia. 

His gunmen have been blamed 
for a string of looting attacks 
since the relief operatioin be- 
latedly moved iuto top gear in the 
middle of this year. 

Aid workers say they are 
routinely intimidated and 
threatened by gangs of armed 
men who cruise the towns and 
roads of Somalia in heavily- 


armed battle wagons known as 
technicals. 

Baidoa, a remote tumble-down 
town where some 150,000 people 
depend upon food handouts, had 
been less lawless of late since Mr. 
Aideed despatched large num- 
bers of gunmen to southern 
Somalia after a rival captured his 
headquarters at Bardere. 

But aid workers said the battle 
wagons began returning to 
Baidoa in the middle of this 
week, apparently because they 
could not get enough food or 
money in the Bardere region. 

Bardere was captured by Mr. 
Siad Barre's son-in-law, Siad 
Hersi Morgan,' last month and 
Mr. Aideed vowed to retake it 
irrespective of the large number 
of famine victims camped in the 
town. 

Aid workers say he has yet to 
mount an attack on Bardere and 
believe he may be trying to con- 
solidate his forces along a line 
from the southern port of Kis- 
mayu to Bardere to prepare for 
an eventual attempt to regain 
control of the region. 


U.S. Senate panel probes into Bush 
a dminis tration role in Iraq loans 


"WASHINGTON (AP) — a Sen- 
ate panel is investigating whether 
the Bush administration deliber- 
ately botched the prosecution of a 
case involving massive loans to 
Iraq in order to help the Iraqis or 
to learn more about their nudear 
programme, the committee's 
chairman said. 

The Senate Intelligence Com- 
mittee wants to question eight 
Justice Department officials - 
four of whom have already de- 
cided to retain lawyers to repre- 
sent them at the interviews, said 
Sen. David Boren. 

The panel wants to ask the 
officials - induding three Atlanta 
prosecutors - why they failed to 
follow intelligence leads in the 
case of the $5.5 billion in loans to 
Iraq by an Atlanta branch of an 
Italian government bank. Sen. 
Boren said in briefing reporters 
about the status of the five-week 
probe. 

Sea. Boren, traditionally a 
strong advocate of the Central 
Intelligence Agency, said his 
committee’s investigation had 
already concluded that the CIA 
had done “a very sloppy job of 
retrieving information” from its 
own files in the case. 

Now, he said, the panel wants 
to know whether the sloppiness 
was intentional. “The worse case 


would be a decision by someone 
in our government” that efforts 
to help Iraq or to get information 
about its secret nuclear weapons 
programme “were considered to 
override the criminal prosecution 
of the case." Sen. Boren said. 

That scenario could explain 
why the prosecution decided to 
indict the manager of the Atlanta 
branch of the Banca Nazionale 
Del Lavoro (BNL) for conduct- 
ing the loan scheme on his own 
without the approval of his head- 
quarters in Italy. 

The bank manager, who faces 
347 counts of fraud and tax eva- 
sion, has consistently claimed 
that not only did he have approv- 
al from his superiors, but that the 
Bush administration knew about 
the loans and approved them as 
part of its support for Iraq until 
the Gulf war. 

The CIA, under pressure from 
Congress, conceded last month 
that it had more information in its 
files about BNL than it had in- 
itially given the Justice Depart- 
ment. The agency also admitted it 
had misled the Atlanta judge 
regarding the type of information 
it had. . 

Suspicions about the adminis- 
tration’s handling of the case 
have grown in recent days with 
the revelations in Londtin that 


the British government knew of 
technology sales to Iraq’s 
weapons programmes in the 
19S0s and approved the deals in 
order to learn more about the 
secret Iraqi projects. 

Sen. Boren said committee in- 
vestigators were awaiting re- 
sponses from the CIA regarding 
what it knew about some 30 
individuals and a dozen or so 
fioropanies involved in trading 
with Iraq in the 1980s - and when 
it knew. 


“I think it’s fair for you to 
assume that what we're really 
trying to find out... is whether or 
not there were a whole series of 
companies in the United States 
and around the world that the 
intelligence community was in- 
tent on penetrating to get in- 
formation,” Sen. Boren said. 


The panel already had found 
that the intelligence community 
was collecting information about 
the activities of the Atlanta 
branch. Sen. Boren said. He did 
not elaborate. Other congression- 
al investigators have said the 
National Security Agency, which 
eavesdrops on communications 
around the world, had inter- 
cepted communications from 
BNL to Rome and Baghdad in 
the late 1980s. 



who 


to he scapegoat 


LONDON (R) — At the centre 
of the “Iraqgate” scandal causing 
serious headaches for the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister John 
Major is a man who juggled 
business with spying for the West 
and who finally refused to be a 
scapegoat. 

Paul Henderson knew he 
risked torture and execution in 
Iraq if he was unmasked as an 
unpaid informant of the MI6 
spying agency. But he never ex- 
pected to come before a British 
court. 

His acquittal Monday along 
with two other executives who 
worked for the engineering firm 
Matrix Churchill on charges of 
breaking Britain's arms embargo 
on Iraq came after a former 
minister dramatically revealed he 
was aware of the sales. 

The customs case that Mr. 
Henderson and his colleagues 
had deliberately deceived them 
collapsed. 

Subsequent revelations about 
apparent embargo-busting have 
been a serious embarrassment to 
Mr. Major's government, already 
weakened by policy U-turns, 


crises with its own members over 
coalmines and European union, 
and a sex scandal. 

The trial gave a gripping insight 
into the doak-and-dagger world 
of Britain's M16, which spawned 
the fictional spy James Bond. 
One of its officers gave evidence 
from behind a screen to say just 
how brave Mr. Henderson had 
been. 

“Mr. Henderson was arrested 
in October 1990 and accused of 
deceiving the very government he 
had risked his life to help," said 
Mr. Henderson’s lawyer Irwin 
Mitchell. 

A well-groomed, lean and 
grey-haired man in his 50s, Mr. 
Henderson is a far cry from the 
tuxedoed Bond. 

But his information about 
Baghdad’s arms procurement 
programme as it re-equipped as a 
result of the I ran -Iraq war was 
the kind of information vital to 
modern intelligence services. 

Mr. Mitchell said: “It seems to 
have been assumed he would 
accept the role of scapegoat, be- 
cause to reveal the truth would 
put his life at permanent risk 


from Iraqi reprisals." 

Mr. Henderson said in media 
interviews set up by his lawyer 
that when he was first recruited 
by M16 in his 30s “there was an 
element of glamour. 

“After a couple of years you 
feel there may be something 
worthwhile in this. The number 
of times tbey saw me, the fact 
that they kept coining back, I 
would like to think that possibly I 
did help my country.” 

His business was machine tools 
and his firm’s lathes could make 
anything from kettles and col- 
landers to shell casings. 

Mrs. Henderson belonged to 
the secret core of businessmen 
who helped M16 build up a 
wealth of valuable technical data. 

He was told never to make 
notes and kept his wife in the 
dark about his contacts with the 
shady world of M16, meeting 
controllers in bars and cafes to 
tell the about his visits behind the 
iron curtain and then to the Mid- 
dle East. 

“I never saw myself as a spy 
but I suppose that’s exactly what I 
was doing,” he said. 
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Smoke billows from the town of Hani in sooth east Turkey after Kurdish rebels launched a revenge 
pttark killing 19 people (AFP photo) 


Iraq blasts regional meeting on Kurds 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
said Friday a meeting among the 
foreign ministers on Turkey, 
Syria and Iran on the Kurdish 
question proves that the search 
for 2 Kurdish homeland was a 
source of worry not only for 
Baghdad. 

“The call for this meeting 
means that the fire sparked in 
northern areas of our country 
started burning their fingers,” 
said the ruling Baath Party's A1 
Thawra newspaper. 

The commentary was the first 
Iraqi reaction to the 2-day meet- 
ing opening Saturday in Ankara. 
The Arabic language newspaper 
reflects the government’s think- 
ing and policy. 

The commentary blasted Tur- 
key for inviting Saudi Arabia to 
the meeting. 

“We understand that Turkey 
has invited Syria and Iran, but 
why has Turkey Involved Saudi 
Arabia? It means that Saudi Ara- 
bia is backing the rebels in north- 
ern Iraq and even supporting 
them with weapons and money. 

“If that meeting happens, it 
means that the same forces that 
launched the war against Iraq are 
continuing to plan a new plot 
against Iraq and its unity,” it said. 

Saudi Arabia has not con- 
firmed it would attend. 

Turkey, Syria and Iran have 
sizable Kurdish communities and 
they fear that the Iraqi Kurds' 
quest for self-rule would spread 
among Kurds living elsewhere. 

“The war waged by the Turkish 
army against Turkish Kurds and 
their pursuit inside Iraqi borders 
means that the fire of the issue 
they wanted to bury Iraq which 
has become a source of danger to 
them,” A1 Thawra said. 


It said it would not be possible 
for those meeting in Ankara to 
confine the Kurdish issue to Iraqi 
frontier. 

Iraqi Kurds have established a 
de-facto state in the north. But 
some tribes among them appear 
to be reluctant to go for all out 
independence, fearing they will 
be dominated by other powerful 
tribes. 

The Kurds, who trace their 
history to the dawn of civilisation 
in ancient Mesopotamia 
thousands of years before Christ, 
are known for their long struggle. 

The region's 20 million Kurds, 
an Indo-European races, are 
spread around five states- 10 mil- 
lion in Turkey, 5.5 million in 
Iran, 3.5 million in Iraq, with 
small enclaves in Syria and the 
Soviet Union. 

They share a common lan- 
guage, based on Iran's Farsi ton- 
gue, and are overwhelmingly 
Sunni Muslim. 

Turkey is host to Western 
planes that patrol northern Iraq, 
where a safe haven was estab- 
lished in 1991 to allow the return 
of some two million Kurds who 
fled to Turkey and Iran after 
Iraqi forces crushed a post-Gulf 
war rebellion. 

In the last month, Turkish 
forces, in liaison with Iraqi Kur- 
dish fighters, have driven separat- 
ist Turkish Kurds from the moun- 
tainous frontier region that 
served as a launching area for 
attacks on southeast Turkey. 

In Ankara, Turkish Foreign 
Minister Hikmet Cetin said Tur- 
key attached great importance to 
the unity of Iraq and “its disin- 
tegration will lead to a dangerous 
outcome" in the region. 

“We are definitely against the 


formation of an independent 
state in northern Iraq,” he was 
quoted by Anatolian News Agea- 
cy as telling parliament Friday. 

Iraqi opposition leaders meet- 
ing in the north last month en- 
dorsed the Kurds' right to “self- 
determination within a united 
and democratic Iraq” and said 
they had discussed the formation 
of a constitutional federal union 
to ensure ethnic coexistence. 

The Iraqi Kurds, who held 
elections in May, have already set 
up a regional government in Irbil 
and the Kurdish parliament re- 
solved on Oct. 4 to establish a 
federation state. 

“There cannot be a fait accom- 
pli solution to the problem and 
we cannot agree to the unilateral 
(Kurdish) declaration of a federal 
government in northern Iraq,’ 
Mr. Cetin said. 


Hie Turkish parliament voted 
Wednesday to extend emergency 
rule in the southeast for another 
four months to help queil the 
eight-year-old Kurdish rebellion. 

The extension was passed by 
294 votes to 91, Anatolian said. 

Interior Minister Ismet Sezgin 
said before the vote it could be 
the last such extension if parlia- 
ment passes a new draft law 
giving more powers to local gov- 
ernors. 

Turkey declared emergency 
rule in the southeast in 1987 after 
the lifting of the last stage of 
nationwide martial law imposed 
after a 1980 coup. 

“Although important steps 
have been taken in eliminating 
violence, we see that conditions 
for carrying on with the state of 
emergency still exist,” Mr. Sezgin 
said. 


Egypt again charges Iran helping extremists 


CAIRO (AP) — As terrorists 
made their 11th strike since June 
against foreign tourists, Egypt 
renewed charges that Iran is 
arming and financing Muslim ex- 
tremists to destabilise the coun- 
try. 

Five Germans and two Egyp- 
tians were wounded in Thurs- 
day’s attack in the heart of the 
southern city Qena. It occurred 
about the time a deputy prime 
minister, Yousef Waly, spoke out 
against Iran further south at 
Aswan. 

“Iran aims at undermining sta- 
bility in Egypt by encouraging 
renegades from the extremist 
groups and providing tbem 
money and arms," Cairo news- 
paper quoted Mr. Waly as saying 
in a speech. 

In October alone, extremists 
mounted three attacks against 
foreign tourists. Gunmen in 
southern Egypt targeted a British 
tour bus and a Nile cruise boat 
carrying German tourists, and an 
attacker stabbed three Russian 
tourists in the Mediterranean city 
of Port Said. A British woman in 
the bus died, the only fatality in 
the 11 attacks to date. 

In Qena City. 480 kilometres 
south of Cairo, a prosecutor said 


Friday a teenage gunman 
arrested after the ambush on the 
Germans made “full confessions” 
about bis role and bow the opera- 
tion was planned. 

Bastawi Abdul Hamid Abul 
Magd, an 18-year-old student, 
was said to have been among four 
extremists wbo sprayed automa- 
tic weapons fire into a minibus 
carrying 17 Germans. The gov- 
ernment said a traffic policeman 
saw the assault, chased and 
caught Abul Magd. He had an 
automatic rifle and two maga- 
zines, one empty and the other 
containing 29 bullets, a govern- 
ment statement said. 

Prosecutor Mahmoud A ref 
told reporters Abul Magd re- 
vealed the names of his three 
comrades. Police were searching 
for them. 

Mr. Aref quoted Abu! Magd as 
saying Ashraf Saeed, an extrem- 
ist group leader in Qena, prom- 
ised him money to join the 
attack. 

“I was not swayed by money 
but by religion,” Mr. Aref quoted 
Abul Magd as saying. “I wanted 
to avenge my friends in Assiut 
who were attacked by police." 

Security forces cracked down 
on suspected extremists in Assiut 


province Monday and Tuesday 
after five violent incidents in 
which six people were wounded, 
including two extremists. More 
than 220 suspected militants were 
arrested. 


The attacks on tourism and 
open extremist threats prompted 
Germany, Britain, the United 
States and Australia to advise 
their nationals to avoid travelling 
to southern trouble spots. 

In his Aswan speech, Mr. Waly 
among the closest cabinet mem- 
bers to President Hosin' Mubar- 
ak, said Iran “has built training 
camps for the extremists along 
Egypt's border” with a neigh- 
bouring Arab country he didn't 
identify. 

But in a speech last August in 
Qena, Mr. Waly said camps were 
in Sudan and that Mubarak 
“knows the size of the present 
relationship between Sudan and 
Iran. He knows what tbey are 
planning.” Sudan, Egypt's south- 
ern neighbour, denied the 
charges. 

Last Monday, Mr. Mubarak 
ruled out resuming diplomatic 
relations with Iran and indirectly 
accused it of exporting revolution 
and encouraging extremism. 
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Iraqis to rally for Saddam 


raOHDAD (R) — “Popular demonstrations” in j 
^Ss^lHussem^bcheWaU am r IraqS* 
Stag Baath Party newspaper A1 Thawra said. There 
revhSl of mass rallies, festivab and pageants m suppi 
Hussein which were first held 10 years ago btfJ 
suspended since the Iran-Iraq war ended m 1988. AKn 
^herevival would be a defiant signal that Mr. Hnssem* 
stay while his enemies “are dropping hke flies —are 
the defeat of President George Bush 


U.N. acts to stave off Iraq starvation 


ROME (R) — The United Nation World Food. ft ’ 
(WFP) approved Friday over $22 million in emergenqi f ■ 
Iraqis who it said were mostly mothers and children, n ' 
otherwise risk starvation this winter. The agency said 
deliver 49,000 tonnes of food over four months to,l 
people, mostly in the northern part of the country *’ 
supplies are dangerously low. “We must act veiy qoic 
programme director Catherine Bertnri in a stateme 
advent of the winter season puts at risk more than or 
destitute and vulnerable persons in Iraq, particularly me . 
children.” The northern Kurdish areas will rim out of 
fuel by the end of this mouth, the agency said. The pi 
will supply enough food to last until March, 1993. Supp$ 
have been at extremely low levels since the U.N. impost • - 
embargo on the country after its 1990 invasion of K 

Pakistanis beheaded in SaudtArabl^ 




J* l 


DUBAI (R) — Two Pakistani men were beheaded 
Arabia Friday for smuggling heroin into the kingdom, i 
Ministry statement said. It said one of the men was be? 
the city of Rjyadh.and the other in Jeddab. The stateme 
that all smugglers would receive the same punzdsr 
asserted the kingdom’s determination to fight drug tr 


■vwAf 


New submarine arrives in Iran port 


MANAMA (R) — A submarine Tehran has bought frc 
has arrived at the Iranian port of Bandar Abbas at the - 
the Gulf, a U.S. naval source said Friday. He said the 
submarine, whose sale by Moscow angered Western 
steamed into port a few days ago after a journey thi 
Mediterranean and file Red Sea. U.S. Navy officers saj' 
be able to deal with the submarine, since it was agams 
submarines and other warship that they have trained tin 
War II. But it is a new, complicating factor in the 
strategic balance in the Gulf, through which most of th- 
oil exports pass. 


-iAS 


Arab League envoy arrives in Kuwai^ ggiCF 


KUWAIT (R) — Arab League envoy Rachid Driss bas _ 

Kuwait to hear the emirate's side of its dispute with 
hundreds of missing people. Kuwait says Iraq has bee^-;-*i * ' * 
more than 800 Kuwaitis since the end of the Gulf warm ’ 
last year. Iraq says there are no Kuwaitis left in Iraqi c 
Mr. Driss, a former Tunisian foreign minister, will ret 
Kuwait has compiled on 650 of the missing people, tbf 
newspaper A1 Anba said Friday. Mr. Driss fold rep 
Kuwait airport on arrival that after bis visit he would g . 

Cairo to consult with Arab League Secretary Gena 
Abdul Maguid. He is expected to go to Baghdad late 


rjr-gri 


2 top Iraqi security officials killed 


NICOSIA (R) — Two top Iraqi security officials wear ‘ 
rebel forces in the southern Iraqi port of Basra, Iraq’ttia 
opposition group said. The Tehran-based Supreme Asa 
the Islamic Revolution in Iraq (SAIRI) said the dm£ 
official of the Basra region, Latif Kazem, and Abdnfl 
Jenabi, commander of the army’s Infantry Brigade ^ 
killed “by Iraqi revolutionary forces.” The statement, q 
the Iranian News Agency (IRNA) Thursday night, «8d 
when the two men were killed. In a separate attack on 
convoy on the southern Risan-Rumailah Road, the id 
killed a security officer identified as first Lieutenant 
Khalaf from the Third Corps, the statement said. Sew 
vehicles were damaged and semi-heavy weapons seize, 
attack, it added. In a third operation, a high-ranking Bar 
official was killed in the south, SAIRI said. 




At 


Iran reopens port after 12 years 


NICOSIA (R) — The Iranian port of Kborramshahr, <kr 
in the 1980-88 war with Iraq, announced that it will start qi 
Saturday for the first time in 12 years. “Jetties and warehcr 
ready for loading and unloading,” Governor Mahdi Jab 
the Iranian News Agency (IRNA). “Khorramshahr gave 
will compensate for any likely loses to the ships, lannc 
their cargo ” be said. He said the Shaft A1 Arab Water 
ownership of which was one of the mam issues in the wai 
been dredged to allow vessels drawing up to three metres ( . 
to reach the port, which was Iran’s bieeest commeicia 
before 1980. 


U.K. protests statement on Rushdie ’ ^ -c 


LONDON (AP) — Britain delivered an official protest 
over a renewed demand for the execution of author ! .. 
Rushdie. Foreign Office Minister Douglas Hogg sum. . 
Iranian ^Charge d’ Affaires Gbolamreza Ansari and defiv _ 
protest “in the strongest possible terms” to a statement by * _ 
Supreme Court chief Ayatollah Morteza Moghtadaie, the I 
Office said. Mr. Moghtadaie was quoted Wednesday as si 
was the duty of all Muslims to implement the death se^ 
imposed on Mr. Rushdie 3 Vi years ago when he was aoa 
blaspheming Islam in his book. The Satanic Verses. A F 
Office spokeanan said, “the statement appears to ca". 
quest] on lran s commitment to honour its promise not to i® 
in our internal affairs. We shall be calling on the I 
government to reaffirm its commitment as a matter of urg ' 
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WEATHER 
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Bulfctui supplied by I he Department of 
Meteorology. 


Slight rise in temperatures will ukc 
place and winds wfl] be light and 
variable. In Aqaba, winds win be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 
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Td. 810740 

Assemblies or God Church, Td. 

632785. 

SL Joseph Chart* Td. 624590. 
Ctarrdb of (be Annunciation Td. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


MinJMax. temp. 

08/21 

15/27 

07/23 

14/28 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man *2 a &® 25> Humidity readings: 
Amman 42 per cciu. Aqaba 68 per 
cent. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Alsoth 732056 

Dr. Arafat Aiashhab 683989 

Dr. Mahmoud Hindi 898757 

Dr. Yousef Samour 615648 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fentons pharmacy 778336 

A1 Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacaub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBtD: 

Dr. AliStmkiri 246140 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Tarcq Hijawi 985445 

Rams pharmacy 995119 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Chril Defense Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621 III. 637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Pdicc 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630021 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas CaDs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaliTdcphonc Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Aulbonty ... -815615 


Electric Power 

Company 63638! 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Mccflcal Centre 813813/32 

Kbalidi Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisaiti 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospual 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Mtushcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Ita&an. AhMuhajrccn 777101/3 

AI-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Aba Hospital 602240/50 

Anal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 


Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Haunt Modem Hospital (09)990990 
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iSown Prince praises 
nstruction codes 


aU overT < Pctra > “ «■ Royal 

er as Crown Prince Hasan 


liawra 


said. 


Pageants ln 
years n 
ided 


ay praised the efforts or 
s on the preparation of 
- ,^§0 bjftl construction codes and 
that *!r Aii3 the importance of such 
?£rfr developing the construc- 

| us j i c rile s ' ‘ctor and human resources 


importance of this sector and the 
volume of investments involved 
in it and their reflection on the 
Gross National Product. 


g in this sector. 

* Hassan called for prom- 


lH JC* nnasflii umku ivi pium- 

W ® rVgfl. .atkmal construction codes 
^seminating them regional- 
I s World Fnorf internationally in view of 


The meeting reviewed the 
codes already finalised. Prince 
Hassan made some comments 
and directives on both the codes 
finalised and those to be final- 
ised. 


rj °n in emer^igh specifications. 
,er 5 _?nd chiC^rossing a joint meeting. 


’■ The as en _ v eil 'Dg members of the Higher 
four month/ ^ °f Science and Technolo- 
- °f the crrhZ 10 j the National Jordanian 
Council, Prince 


must act^ auction 


rtini in said every possible effort 


risk mere made to speed np work 

^aq.psnicui^ 1 ! remaining codes which 
eas wii] run to he finalised. Prince 
geoev said tv' 1 called for giving special 
vlarch. 1993 to the supervision and 
ice the U v - S< %»ring activities in the area 

:990 !nva^o n ^ tructions iD v ' cw of tfae 


Minister of Public Works and 
Housing Saad Hayel Ai Srour, 
who is also chairman of the 
Jordanian National Construction 
Council, reviewed progress of 
work in preparation of codes, and 
went over the codes which have 
been completed since March, 
2992. The minister also said other 
codes related to certain aspects 
and specifications of building will 
have to be finalised later. He 
noted that the council has 
adopted a methodology where it 
will gradually put the approved 
codes into action. 


Saudi Arab Tamimi talks of improvement 
in Islamic affair s 


!n bel** 
mo the kineSr 

of the men~ft*Tv^N (Petra) — Awqaf and 
ddah. The stZ/ Affairs Minister Izeddin 
the same Ai Tamimi Thursday 

so to f.sht ministry was keen to 
ar ^ : s the knowledge of its* 
in Eran n _.yees in administrative, leg- 
**'"'1 religious fields through 

interview with the Jordan 

ridav. He^b^' ?‘* a ’ Mr* T T' 

r ancer- 4 w *** *&® ministry gives due 

-f.-, , v ' to all administrative and 
aner j oum*. . l -- j 


the process of preaching Islamic 
teachings by providing training 
for mosque preachers and imams. 


*'■ programmes winch con- 


otner spects by organising educa- 


„ the government’s admi- 

r "‘.J ’^WESSave reform policy. 

. ,n £ r;iC ’ or b imimstry, he said, also aims 
•“ w “ !cr ’ I71 ^ Qtfnd the needed support for 


The minister stressed the im- 
portant role of preachers and 
imams, describing them as “car- 
riers of the message of Islam.” 
He said mosque forums have 
sanctity and these preachers and 
imams should respect ■ this sancti- 
ty by addressing people in an 
objective and balanced manner. 

Mr. Tamimi stressed the need 
for preachers to be brief in their 
sermons and to tackle issues that 
can only be beneficial to the 
society. 


vesinKu* 


y Riser 
if it-. c 

: si - > ; 

J cfYr.s 
arair* 
j\ m:r. 
m!5::r.; 
Mr. ? : 
hi*: 1 
C Wi 

*0 to 5 


uasw 

ha r- 
ui 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


-fwjg sends cable to Palestinian president 

■ ■?. irair 

ri!! kMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein sent Friday a 
; is to Palestinian president Yasser Arafat congratulating him 
• ::\i he fourth anniversary of the declaration of independence, 
-oo-'il. Hussein wished Mr. Arafat continued, good health and 
r. Oencriness and expressed hope that the Palestinian people would 
:‘jm Jat^ve their goals and national aspirations, of which the most 
irtant are the right to self determination and the establish- 
,jg|g t of the Palestinian state on the Palestinian national soil. 


-ur:l\ 


'.tiii ■* 


t. c: 3a.:-. ::-^MAN (Petra) — The' PalCstinran Chambers of Trade and 
bawJ SorimHculture win hold a meeting in Amman Sunday. The twokfey 


,IRi< vr.J *je stings will discuss issues pertaining to the Palestinian economy 
Lazenv V'ler Israeli occupation and Israeli practices aiming to under- 


Infar.:*;. Sri a* this economy. The meetings will also discuss the role of 
.* Trr jiiisKtb commercial federations m s 


supporting die Palestinian 
Thcncji lic^iomy, whether by direct financial ass is ta nc e or through 
scd-im:? gating new policies which might facilitate opening Arab and 
Rjj-j. zigD markets for Palestinian agricultural and industrial pro- 

& f.rr. Lis* 3 - 


clesttnian pilgrims to arrive in Amman 


icr-.-i'lr:: 


RJ 


MAN (Petra) — A total of 2,000 Palestinian pilgrims will 
re in Amman Tuesday on their way to Mecca and Medina in 


12 years ^ Arabia to perform the lesser pOgrimage (Omra). Secretary 


f Kh 
x-~ 


eraJ of the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Ahmad 
„ jrr ?r£ ,yel said the ministry will provide die Palestinian pilgrims, all 


4 . hn . .v.vjd 1 Arab lands ocdqxed in 1948, with all die necessary 
e - t > :2 ' ll n j _lforts. The ministry, he said, will proviefe them with comfort- 
* buses and will send with them an administrative delegation 



bar: A: A ^ nded by Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Minister Izzeddin AI 

jam J--- i:, jG.itib AI T ami mi. 

1 u n io '-h ree ^ 

• ti? w?: -Cilice ceremony honours traffic officers 


pilgrims 


, ilMAN (Petra) — A ceremony was held Tuesday at the special 
■ Qfi RliSWnx headquarters to honour traffic officers who completed a 
anando course. Public Security Department (PSD) Deputy 
j rttfjia: ? : 9ctor for Traffic police affairs delivered an address at the 
-i : < 7 r s underlining the importance of such courses for police- 
niitfXi i. At the end of the ceremony, the PSD deputy director 
4a Arsar S^ributed certificates to the graduates. 

^ vi briefs students at Amman National 

I3U - * jit’i* • • 

Jted * A *± t : MAN (Petra) — Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Minister Izzeddin 
j^Khatib AI Tamimi met Thursday with students at Amman 
,go whtf" tonal University. Mr. Tamimi briefed the students on the role 
Sjss;v- rtw ministry in “Building an Islamic Society” as well as the role 
men'- J ?j^rhe ministry’s colleges in teaching Islamic thought and Sharia. 

organises handicrafts exhibition 




bar 


DABA (Petra) — An exhibition of handicrafts organised by 
,Yom% women's Christian Association (YWCA) was opened 
irsday in Madaba. The ' three-day exhibition includes 
broideries, artificial flowers and trico manufactured by charity 
Flights reties in Madaba district. 


MAT’S GOING ON 


following fisting? are compiled tom monthly bulletins and 
daily Arabic press. .Readers art advised to verify the listed 
: and place with the concerned institutions. 


EXHIBITIONS 


KrirfhrtMM of plating s by Rida Shukahy at the French 
Cultural -Centre. 

Exhibition of paintings by Iraqi artists IsmaO Fattah, Lisa 
f aWah and M ohamm ad Mohraddin at tihe Abdcd Hameed 
booNtn Foandatioo Gaflery — (19 a.m. - 8 p.m.) 

LriiaiBiM j wiriHwi “Rrmtant stories — American narrative 
ewdtery the American Centre (open from 8 ajn. - 5 

MB*). - . ’ : 

Cvhihltina “Maiaily AmMance ,> bv Adnma AI Sharff at 

he Phmh Art GaBery. . 

kit eritfbitMB by Sohair Hab&sh at De La Salle CoBege. ■ 





King appoints 2 members 
to the Upper House 



Ibrahim Ayyuub 


r 

Abdul Majeed Sboman 


AMMAN (Petra) — A royal 
decree was issued Thursday 
appointing Abdul Majid Sbou- 
man and Ibrahim Ayyoub as 
members of the Upper House of 
Parliament, to succeed Khalil AI 
Salem and Mohammad Kamal 
who both passed away this year. 
The appointment rakes effect as 
of Nov. 16. 

Mr. Shouman, Chairman and 
General Manager of the Arab 
Bank, studied business and 
finance in the United States be- 
fore enrolling on an 18 month 
training course with Chase Man- 
hattan Bank in New York. He 
then joined the Arab Bank in 
Jerusalem on Sept. 1936, at the 
age of 24. 

£Iis father, Abdul Hamid 
Shouman, was also a banker who 


founded the Arab Bank. 


Mr. Ibrahim Ayyoub was bom 
in Husn in 1927 and obtained a 
diploma in military sciences. He 
assumed senior government posts 
and held ministerial posts for 9 
years including Minister of Supp- 
ly, Minister of Transport and 
Communication for 7 months, 
and Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs for three years. He 
also served as assistant Chief of 
Staff for administration until 1976 
and Director General of the Jor- 
dan Phosphates Mines Company. 
He was director of the Telecom- 
munication Cbrp. of the armed 
forces for 7 years. Mr. Ayyoub 
has been awarded Jordan's Inde- 
pendance and Kawkab medals of 
the first, second and third orders. 


Congratulations and celebrations 
begin for King’s birthday 


AMMAN (Petra) — Saturday 
marks His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s 57th birthday. On the occa- 
sion the King received Friday 
congratulatory cables from a 
number of Arab. Islamic and 
foreign leaders wishing him con- 
tinued good health and happi- 
ness. 

Among those sending cables 
were King Hassan 11 of Morocco, 
Sultan Qaboos Ben Sa'id of 
Oman, Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. Algerian President AI: 
Kafi, Palestinian President Yas- 
ser Arafat. Tunisian President 
Zine At Abidine Ben Ali, Queen 
Elizabeth of England, Indian 
President Shankar Dayal Sharma 
and president of 'he Philippines. 

To mark the occasion, the va- 
rious governors tes and districts of 
Jordan have prepared plans for 
celebrating the occasion. Ministry 
of Education schools will carry 
out various activities including 
scout marches, songs, dabkeh 
(traditional dance), cross-country 
race and an exhibitions. In Baqaa 
camp, the youth centre will hold 
its 7th cultural and art week, 
which will be opened Saturday by 
Member of the Upper House of 
Parliament Amin Shukair. His 
Royal Highness Prince Faisal Ibn 
AI Hussein will attend an evening 
organised by Salt Welfare Society 
on 17 Nov. at the Palace of 



Supporters of Leith Shbefiat and Yacoub Qarrssfa gather outside 
Swaqa jail to celebrate the King's announcement of a general 
amnesty for the AI Nafeer prisoners 


Culture. 

In Aqaba the second cultural 
festival will be held on Nov. 26. 

In Zarqa the Youth De pan- 
mem has arranged many celebra- 
tions in various parts of the gov- 
ern orate. 

The celebrations include a 
ma.ch, weightlifting activities, 
chess matches, sports and a 
national carnival organised by the 
Christian Youth Gub. 

Also in Zarqa, AI Awdah Gub 


is organising a free medical ex- 
amination day, in which a num- 
ber of doctors will treat patients 
free of change. In Fuheis, the 
development centre will be offi- 
cially opened Saturday to mark 
the birthday. 

In Mahes, the youth centre 
organised an open table tennis 
tournament. In Madaba and 
Muwaqqar similar celebrations 
will be held at the Ministry of 
Education schools. 


In Amman, the Education De- 
partment will organise a major 

celebration Saturday including an 
art exhibition and a cultural fes- 
tival in which students will par- 
ticipate. 

AI Sunbalah establishment, in 
cooperation with the Public 
Security Department, will distri- 
bute 57.000 roses through nine 
centres. 

On Sunday, Minister of Agri- 
culture Fayez Khasawneh will in- 
augurate a major agricultural 
project in Rabbah, Karak. The 
ceremony will be attended by the 

United Stares Ambassador to 
Jordan Roger Harrison and 
senior government and USAID, 
officials. 

In Wadi Rum a balloon race 
will take place. 

On Friday, King Hussein re- 
ceived congratulatory cables from 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker. Speakers of the Upper 
and Lower Houses of Parliament, 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Field Marshal Fathi Abu 
Taleb, Director of the General 
Intelligence Department Mustafa. 
AI Qaisi, Director of the Public 
Security Department Fadel Ali 
Fuheid, Chief Islamic Justice 
Nooh Sulaiman and Commander 
of the Palestine Liberation Army 
in Jordan Maj. General Naim AJ 
Khatib. 


76th general federation 
meeting concludes 


AMMAN (Petra) — Participants 
in the meetings of the 76th ses- 
sion of the Council of the General 
Federation of Arab Chambers of 
Commerce, Industry and Agri- 
culture Thursday called on the 
international community to lift 
the economic embargo imposed 
on Iraq since the Gulf crisis. They 
said that this will alleviate the 
suffering of the Iraqi people. 

At the conclusion of its meet- 
ing, the council also called for the 
release of Kuwaiti captives and 
detainees in Iraq and internation- 
al support for the right of the 
Palestinian people to self deter- 
mination. Participants conde- 
mned the Israeli attacks on South 
Lebanon and appealed to ali in- 
ternational organisations and 
bodies to act against such injus- 
tices. 

They stressed the importance 
of developing inter-Arab trade 
and requested tbe federation’s 
general secretariat to cooperate 
with standing office of the com- 
mercial negotiations committee 
to intensify efforts to enhance 
economic integration, and to in- 
crease tbe private sector's parti- 
cipation. 

They welcomed a proposal for 
setting up an Arab centre for the 
transfer of technology and stres- 
sed the need for stream lining 
Arab efforts made to set up simi- 
lar centres in various Arab coun- 
tries. 

Participants also agreed to take 
part in the meetings of the heads 
and secretaries general of Arab 


and foreign chambers of com- 
merce due to be held at the Arab 
League headquarters in Cairo on 
Dec. 15. 

On the proposal for amending 
the federation's statute, partici- 
pants decided to refer the propos- 
al to a technical committee which 
will seek the assistance of legal 
consultants to finalise the statute. 

They stressed the importance 
of holding an Arab International 
Economic Conference due to the 
strong economic and commercial 
relations between the Arab 
World and foreign countries and 
entrusted the secretariat to con- 
duct more studies. 

Participants also agreed to the 
appointment of Isamuddin Has- 
.san as secretary general of the 
Arab-German Chamber of Com- 
merce and requested the commit- 
tee of the Joint Arab Internation- 
al Chambers of Commerce Com- 
mittee to formulate criteria gov- 
erning the nomination of secre- 
taries general for Arab interna- 
tional chambers of commerce, 
provided that this take place in 
cooperation with the Arab 
League General Secretariat. 

Participants emphasised the 
need for undertaking a study on 
strategy of common Arab work in 
light of international develop- 
ments on both the Arab and 
international arenas provided 
that a full day be allocated for 
discussing this study during the 
5th conference of Arab business- 
men and investors which will be 
held in Damascus in May. 



MEDAL AWARDED TO MOROCCAN KING’S ADVISOR.- 
AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Friday conferred the excellent educational medal on Dr. Abdul 
Hadi Abu taleb. the advisor of Bang Hassan II of Morocco. Dr. 
Abu Taleb voiced his appreciation of His Majesty King Hussein 
and Crown Prince Hassan for presenting the medal. The 
ceremony was attended by Royal Court Chief Khaled AI Karaki, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Education Thouqan AI 
Hindawi, Minister of Higher Education Dr. Awad Khlerfat and 
the Moroccan ambassador to Jordan Mohammad Tahar Bennani. 


Queen Noor to open education centre in Salt 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor will open Monday in 
Ai Sait city a special education 
centre for children with special 
needs. The centre, which cost 
JD 60,000 includes five fully- 
equipped classrooms, sports 


court, dining hall and other facili- 
ties. The centre, which will 
accommodate 50 students, is one 
of nine centres in the Kingdom 
established to meet the needs of 
6-12 year olds with special needs. 


Officials discuss higher 
education ties between 


Jordan and Korea 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Korean 
University of Hankok for foreign 
studies recently hosted a meeting 
in Korea to discuss “a compara- 
tive study of the Jordanian and 
Korean political and economic 
models.” 

University of Jordan president 
Fawzi AI Gharaibeh stressed at 
the meeting the need to establish 
channels of dialogue between 
peoples of the third world, parti- 
cularly Jordan and Korea. 

Dr. Gharaibeh presented a 
briefing on the development of 
higher education in Jordan and 
the Kingdom's key political role 
in the Middle East region. He 
outlined democratic changes and 
scopes of cooperation in higher 
education fields between Jordan 
and Korea. Director of the Uni- 
versity of Jordan's strategic stu- 
dies centre Mustafa Hamarneh 
presented at the meeting a work- 
ing paper in which he reviewed 
the development of Jordan's fore- 
ign policies and their relation to 
domestic political developments 
in view of Jordan’s geographic 
location and natural resources, as 
well as the tendencies of its lead- 
ership over the past 70 years. 

Dr. Ibrahim Othman of the 
Sociology Department at the uni- 
versity presented another work- 


ing paper on cultural and social 
developments in Jordan in the 
light of economic and political 
variables. 

Another paper was presented 
by Dr. Taleb Awad of the uni- 
versity’s .Faculty of Economics 
which dealt with the Kingdom's 
economic structure and develop- 
ment plans. Dr. Bashir AI Zu'bi 
also of the Faculty of Economic 
presented a paper on Jordanian 
economic cooperation policies in 
which he handled scopes of coop- 
eration between Jordan and other 
countries and the prospects of 
launching foreign investments in 
the Kingdom. 

The president of Hankok Uni- 
versity delivered an address at the 
meeting and stressed the import- 
ance of establishing bilateral rela- 
tions between the two countries 
in economic and political fields. 
Tbe university president lauded 
the distinguished performance of 
the University of Jordan’s profes- 
sors and commending researches 
and studies conducted by tbe 
university. 

Dr. Gharaibeh and the accom- 
panying delegation also held talks 
with officials at the Korean uni- 
versity and discussed with them 
means of enhancing relations be- 
tween tbe two universities. 
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General 

amnesty 

(Continued from page 1) 


longtime political success and 
popularity is in part due to his 
ability to forgive, “rehabilitate 
and win over his opponents.” 
Some of the people pardoned 
by. the King have later held 
ambassadorial, ministerial and 
Senate positions. 


(Continued from page 1) 


another one,” said Shlomo Ben 
Ami, head of the Israeli delega- 
tion. 

"Thanks to the efforts of the 
host country and tbe co-sponsors 
and with the help of good will and 
common sense, we are now in a 
position of helping transform this 
working group into one of the 
driving forces for peace in the 
Middle East,” Ben Ami said. 

The United States and Russia 
assured Israel that Hallaj's mem- 
bership m the council lapsed at 
the conclusion of the group's last 
session in 1991. 

“This does not preclude my 
participation in future PNC ses- 
sion, if invited,” Hallaj said. 

Hallaj said the whole matter 
was a side issue to the talks, 
which focus on the plight of what 
the United Nations has calculated 
to be 2.5 million Palestinian re- 
fugees. 

“I happened to become a sym- 
bol of a more profound con- 
troversy, and that involves first 
the right of tbe Palestinian people 
to choose their own spokesper- 
sons and representatives.” 


Both sides expressed their 
eagerness to get on with the 
conference, which is being 
attended by 38 delegations from 
Europe, the Mideast, North Afri- 
ca, tbe United States, Russia and 
Japan. 


Seminar to examine education 

in occupied territories 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
take part in the 46tb session of 
the Committee on Educational 
Programmes targetted at Palesti- 
nian students in the occupied 
Arab territories, which will be 

held in Cairo on Nov. 22. Partici- 
pants in the meeting will discuss 


over a week reports of the Gener- 
al Secretariat of the General De- 
partment for Palestine Affairs at 
tbe League of Arab States, about 
the committee's work and its 
duties towards Palestinian stu- 
dents under occupation, and 
means of developing educational 
programmes targetted at them. 


Rabin admits Israel provoked HizboSEsh 


(Continued from page 1) 


Security sources said the with- 
drawal left 58 Israeli big guns in 
the zone that were brought in as 
.part of reinforcements after rock- 
et attacks on Israel on Monday 
and Tuesday. 

Mr. Rabin said the Jewish state 
was resigned to a long struggle 
against Hizbollah fighters inside 
tbe “security zone,” set up in 
1985 after Israel pulled back the 
bulk of its troops which had 
invaded Lebanon in 1982. 

“I don’t foresee a change in the 
security zone. Israeli solders will 
have to cope with the battle day 
and night, 365 days a year,” he 
said after meeting northern army 
commanders. 

Israeli tanks and artillery in the 
zone fired about 200 shells on 
Thursday after the Israeli soldier 
was killed and one was wounded 
and captui)ed. 

U.N. spokesman in Lebanon 
Timur Goksel said that as Israel's 
response to the attack was limited 
and reinforcements were not used 
it was probable Israel would stop 
short of a large-scale assault. 

“It’s a massive force they have, 
with tremendous firepower, but 
they didn't use it yesterday so one 
gets the feeling ... that as long as 
the attacks don’t affect Israeli 


civilians I don’t think they will 
escalate it any more than it is," 
Goksel said. 

The Israeli military has said it 
will strike back hard if guerrillas 
fire any more katyusha rockets 
into northern Israel. 

“TTiere is a considerable in- 
crease in Israeli firepower in the 
security zone ... (but) so far that 
force has not been used exten- 
sively," Goksel told reporters in 
the Lebanese port town of Tyre. 

Goksel said they killing of the 
Nepalese soldier was “a very sad 
episode” but was the price for 
trying to keep the peace. 

Hie spiritual leader of Leba- 
non's shiite Muslims Sheikh 
Mohammad Hussein Fadlallah, 
said the world would not allow 
Israel to start another war in 
Lebanon or occupy more Arab 
land. 

“Second they (Israelis) know 
that when they expanded (the 
security zone) that would be a 
chance for the Islamic resistance 
and all srrugglers to pick off the 
Israeli soldiers from close range,” 
he said in a Friday prayers ser- 
mon in Beirut. 

“They know very well these 
smugglers (Hizbollah guerrillas) 
are not like the ones they knew 
before. These stragglers feel ar 
ease with death,” Sheikh Fadlal- 
lah said. 



For reservation please call 663100 ext. 113. 
Dinner and show at JD25++ 

Doors open at 7:30 p.m., on Nov. 12th, 13th and 14th, 1992 
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Lonq live the 


THE GENERAL amnesty declared by His Majesty 
King Hussein Thursday hi in essence a testimony of the 
King’s com passio n towards bis subjects and an exam- 
ple of his political acumen and foresight Not only did 
the King bring joy to the people of Jordan, he 
intervened at the right moment to restore harmony 
among the country’s political factions. 

It was only expected that while the country was 
transiting into an era of democracy and pluralism, 
political factions would try to strengthen their posi- 
tions. However, because the pursuit of power through 
democratic means is a fairly new practice, that the 
King himself introduced, old timers, on all fronts, still 
dinged to old methods. Those who only knew one way 
of holding to power and who were not prepared for the 
introduction of democratic means of government 
found it very difficult to accept the dictates of the new 
game. Those who advocate change, but who them- 
selves are not democratic at heart, overplayed their 
hand in their haste to consolidate their gains. At times, 
the game threatened to get nasty and last week it 
reached the apex. This is when the King, with his 
wisdom, impartiality and care for the country’s 
future, intervened and directed everyone to the right 
track. At a time when Jordan finds itself in a hostile 
environment, trying hard to hold on to the democratic 
path, nourished, there can be no place for renegades, 
as the King has said recently. 

Democracy shall be fought in Parliament, at the 
baDot box and through the free exchange of ideas and 
thought. It shall not be settled through the use of guns, 
whoever holds them. 

This is the message that we read in the King’s 
magnanimous amnesty, in his letter to his prime 
minister and Bus address to the nation last week. 
Jordan has weathered many storms in the past, thanks 
to the man at the helm. The King has a vision for this 
country, a role and an envisaged future. He wants 
Jordan to serve as the beacon for a new Arab 
renaissance. He wants Jordan to set an example of 
democracy, tolerance and free thought for the rest of 
the Arab Nation. He, as a human being, accepts the 
fact that people might err. And he, as a King, 
statesman and visionary, pardons the wrongdoers and 
gives them another chance to tread the right path and 
to serve their nation. He has always won back the lost 
sheep. 

When we celebrate his birthday today, the best thing 
to do is to recall his words and to endeavour at all 
times to translate them into deeds. “We are at the 
threshold of renewed promise. This is an era when 
right is loudly heralded; an era enabling us to break 
out of the cyclic of pain and join the promising warmth 
of the new times; an era when we can hoist the mantle 
of pride and realise the noble message ... for the light 
of righteousness must wipe out the dark of wrongful- 
mess.” 


ARABBC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

THE JORDANIAN United family received King Hussein's wise 
decision to pardon convicted and detained persons with love and 
pride in the King’s leadership, Al Ra’i Arabic daily said in an 
editorial Friday. This decision is considered as a gift to the 
Jordanian people and an affirmation that the values of tolerance 
are still strongly rooted in the society, it said. King Hussein, Al 
Ra’i added, included those convicted and detained in the decision 
at a time when the Jordanian family was preparing to celebrate 
His Majesty's birthday. King Hussein thus managed to bring joy 
to the hearts of the children and relatives of those included in the 
decision and to give the chance to those observing the Jordanian 
experiment to see a practical model of tolerance and social 
solidarity, and to see for themselves how the Jordanian leadership 
considers joy a right of every citizen, it said. It added that the 
Jordanian family realises well the humanitarian and social 
dimensions of the decision, as it does realise the burden of the 
responsibility it is shouldering in dealing with such a decision. Hie 
decision embodies the strength which Jordan, an oasis of security 
and stability in the region, enjoys, it said. Furthermore, the 
newspaper added, the decision affirms the respect for the 
Jordanian political system’s three authorities — the legislative, 
the executive and the judiciary. No doubt, the national dealing 
with the decision should be represented in more adherence to the 
Constitution, commitment to the law and consolidating social 
security and avoiding all that can distort tbe image of the 

Jordanian society, it said. Tbe joy the Jordanian people is 
experiencing fogether living with these included in the pardon is 
an embodiment of the social solidarity which we take pride in, it 
added. 

COMMENTING ON the same subject, Al Dnsfour Arabic 
daily said the Jordanian people never felt closer or more attached 
to King Hussein than today, on the eve of his birthday. Tbe 
Jordanian people's feelings were yesterday filled with joy because 
of tbe amnesty which gave reassurances to them and gave them 
faith in the King's wisdom, in democracy and m the firmness of 
tbe Jordanian structure, under all circumstances. The amnesty 
was an evidence on King Hussein’s confidence in his people and 
an aspect of the Jordanian leadership, which has been always 
characterised by tolerance, love and calls for dialogue and 
national cohesion to be able to overcome all internal and external 
challenges and strengthening all die bases of the social and 
political structure in the Kingdom, the newspaper said. Hie 
amnesty, it said, was another brick in the structure of democracy 
in Jordan, put in its right place by the leader of this country. 



Clinton and the Mideast — no time 


By Dr. James Zogby 


WASHINGTON — There has 
been a great deal of analysis and 
commentary in the Arab press 
about the impact of a Clinton 
presidency on the Arab World- 
Many of the articles I have seen 
have been fundamentally flawed, 
based as they were on simplistic 
distortions or inadequate analy- 
sis. 

Some of the articles, for exam- 
ple, have projected a “disaster” 
in U.S.- Arab relations by quoting 
selectively from Mr. Clanton's 
campaign speeches or the party 
platform or by listing some of Mr. 
Q inton’s campaign advisors. 

Such analyses are wrong — 
they originate in a mistaken 
understanding of both U.S. poli- 
tics and O.S. policy. 

The tone of these articles has 
been so harsh and one-sided that 
the London-based Mideast Mir- 
ror (a daily digest of the major 
news and views in the Arabic, 
Hebrew, Turkish and Persian 
press) grouped them together last 
Friday under the heading “Clin- 
tonphobia." 

It is dear that the defeat of 
George Bush represents a per- 
sonal loss for many Arab leaders, 
who have known him and worked 
with him for many years. It is also 
true that his leadership during the 
Gulf war and the Middle East 
peace process (particularly by 
standing up to tbe pro-Israel lob- 
by Ruling the first round of de- 
bates over the loan guarantees) 
earned the president great re- 
spect in die eyes of many Arabs. 

But is also is true that U.S. 
policy is not based on personality. 
As I have pointed out in earlier 
articles in the leading Saudi daily 
Asharq Al Awsat and its English- 
language sister publication Arab 
News, during the presidential 
campaign the Middle East policy 
of both candidates converged. A 
basic agreement emerged, de- 
spite some rhetorical differences, 
on most fundamental aspects of 
U.S. Middle East policy. This 
was a result of a number of 
factors, most notably: 

— The end of the cold war, 
after which the United States 
emerged as the sole superpower. 

— The victory in the Gulf war 
during which the United States 
solidified ties with several Arab 
states who have since been refer- 
red to as “U.S. allies*' by both 
parties and their candidates. 

— Tbe Palestinian intifada and 
the remarkable performance, of 
Palestinians in Madrid and there- 
after, which has transformed 
U.S. public and political attitudes 
towards Palestinians — they are 
no longer referred to as "terror- 
ists,” but rather as “a people with 
legitimate rights.” 

— The election of Yitzhak 
Rabin, which (for better or 
worse) ended tbe Bush adminis- 
tration's antagonistic stance to- 
wards Israel and has brought to 
power an Israeli government at 
least nominally committed to the' 
peace process. 

— And finally, the ongoing 
peace process itself which both 
U.S. parties agree represents the 
best hope for and only framework, 
through which a comprehensive 
Middle East settlement can be 
achieved. 

As a result of all these factors, 
tbe campaign rhetoric of both 
President Bush and President- 
elect Bill Clinton reflected a great 
deal of common ground. 

1. Both campaigns expressed 
strong and continuing support for 
Israel, with no baric difference in 
the terms of that support. 

Some writers, for example, 
have taken — out of context — 
statements by Clinton in which he 
pledges to continue Israel's 
“qualitative military advantage” 
in the Middle East as evidence of 
some new direction in U.S. poli- 


cy. In fact, that policy has been 
the policy of all U.S. presidents 
(including George Bush) for the 
past 20 years. 

This type of commitment to 
Israel is a basic fact of U.S. 
political life and U.S. political 
culture. A reading of the Repub- 
lican Party's platform, for exam- 
ple, would reveal it to be even 
more excessive in its praise of 
Israel and pledges of support for 
Israel than that found in the 
Democratic Party platform. This 
is so for the simple reason that 
the Republicans, in this election 
year, felt that they had to prove 
their bona fides after the con- 
frontation over the loan guaran- 
tees. 

2. Both parties have pledged 
their support for the peace pro- 
cess and the principles underlying 
that process, specifically U.S. 
Security Council Resolution 242 
and the concept of “land for 
peace." 

A Clinton administration will 
not act in any way to disrupt the 
peace process. On the contrary. 
Mr. Clinton has pledged to work 
with the Bush team to maintain 
the continuity of that process 
through the transition period. 

Middle East peace is no longer 
a luxury commodity desired by 
only a few parties. It is now. in 
fact, a necessity not only for the 
Arabs and the Israelis, but for the 
Europeans. Japanese, and many 
other regional groups as well. 

What is possible as a solution 


message to. Israel, to tbe Arabs, 
and to the American people. By 
failing to distance himself from 
the hardline pro-Israeli lobby, 
(Clinton) has aligned himself with 
Israel's fading right." 

Two leading figures in the cam- 
paign responded in the Post two 
weeks later with a letter in which 
they stated: 

“The platform recognises that 
Israel considers Jerusalem its 
capital. It makes no statement 
about moving the U.S. Embassy 
to Jerusalem.... It simply repeats 
what has been U.S. policy under 
every president since the 1967 
war....’’ 

In fact, the Clinton campaign 
has pledged to take no action 
regarding Jerusalem until the 
completion of the Middle East 
peace negotiations. 

3. Both President Bush and 
President-elect Clinton have rec- 
ognised that, after the Gulf war, 
stability in the Gulf, support for 
U.S. allies and their security con- 
cerns were of the utmost import- 
ance to the U.S. economy and 
Middle East policy. 

Mr. Clinton has pledged that 
there will be no letup to the 
pressure on Iraq to comply with 
all U.N. resolutions. Mr. Clinton 
has supported the sale of security 
assistance to Saudi Arabia, and 
Mr. Clinton’s advisors have dis- 
played genuine concern for main- 
taining the strong U.S.-Egyptian 
and U.S.-Saudi relationships. In 
feet, it is important to know that 


as supporting the accords, in a 
Sept. 18 statement, the Chnton 
campaign notes that U.S. policy 
“should insist on the foil i mple- 
mentation- of the Taif Agree- 
ment-” 

Some Arab commentators 
have expressed concern about 
Mr. Clinton’s advisors and possi- 
ble political appointees. 

With regard to Middle East 
issues, there are in fort three 
major factions with in the 
campaign/transition staff. First 1 of 
all, there is tbe Democratic Party 
foreign policy establishment, 
many of whom are former Carter 
White House and State Depart- 
ment officers. 

While some Arab writers have 
pointed with alarm to a large 
num ber of Jewish Americans who 
advise Mr. Clinton on foreign 
policy, such an observation is in 
large measure meaningless since, 
for example, most of Secretary of 
State James Baker’s Middle East 
fMm are also Jewish Americans. 
Many of tbe Jewish Americans in 
the Clinton hierarchy who have 
been, mistakenly, noted with 
concern, are in foe leadership of 
Americans for Peace Now — an 
important new grouping of 
American Jews who are commit- 
ted to a balanced Middle East 
peace. 

Even among the so-called 
hardliners in the Clinton Middle 
East team there are, apparently, 
some surprising views. A group 



will be determined by "real poli- 
tics,” both among the negotiators 
and their constituents, and the 
pressures which develop among 
interested parties in the world 
community. 

The interrelationship between 
tbe United States and the peace 
process can be illustrated well by 
comparison with a chess game, it 
has already started and cannot be. 
stopped or changed, only con- 
tinued. But knowing chess, the 
play of the game is set once the 
opening moves are made, only so 
many moves are possible. No big 
changes can be made. 

Evidence of tbe Clinton cam- 
paign’s comprehension of this 
reality came early in the election 
process. Some hardliners in the 
party poshed through language in 
the Democratic Party’s platform 
calling “undivided” Jerusalem 
the capital of Israel. I objected to 
this in an op-ed in the Washing- 
ton Post in early July, noting that, 
“This platform sends the wrong 


Democrats routinely refer to 
Arab states as “U.S. allies.” 
which indicates the extent to 
which tbe U.S. political culture 
has been transformed since the 
Gulf war. 

4. There is still strong bi- 
partisan support for Lebanon’s 
independence, its territorial in- 
tegrity and its democracy. 

Only on this subject does one 
see the possibility of differences 
in approach between Mr. Clinton 
and Mr. Bush. The Clinton group 
has been more critical of Syria's 
attitude towards the Lebanese 
elections, specifically the failure 
of the Syrians to redeploy prior to 
the election as required by the 
Taif Agreement, and the failure 
to provide for election monitors 
during the election process itself. 

Some Lebanese factions have 
mistakenly interpreted these 
statements to mean that a Clinton 
administration would side with 
the anti-Taif faction in Lebanon, 
though the campaign is on record 


of them went, in August, to Israel 
and met with Yitzhak Rabin. 
While there they briefed him on 
their understanding of what poli- 
cies might be pursued under a 
Clinton administration. Accord- 
ing to Nahum Bamea, writing in 
the Israeli newspaper Y edict 
Aharonot, these Clinton advisors 
told Mr. Rabin: 

“...The strategic alliance be- 
tween the U.S. and Israel had its 
origins and sole purpose in the 
cold war.. .the end of the strategic 
affiance between the U.S. mid 
Israel comes therefore as an in- 
evitable consequence.... It 
doesn't depend on whether Clin- 
ton or Bush is elected, because on 
this issue they are of the same 
mind.... The foture U.S. attitude 
towards Israel is also bound to 
(depend on) the Human Rights in 
the territories and (to be) more 
suspicious about Israeli nuclear 
weapons.” 

Another group that came later 


Is Germany becoming unstable? 


By Jocben Hues 

BONN — One can still argue that 
there is no political alternative to 
the Kohl government, in office 
now for 10 years. But one has to 
be increasingly concerned about 
the overall performance of tbe 
government. Germany is not well 
governed today. 

The Berlin demonstration last 
week provided another example 
of this. Unlike big rallies held in 
Western Europe — like the one 
in Paris after the desecration of a 
Jewish cemetery in the southern 
city of Carpentras — this was not 
a spontaneous demonstration. In 
true German tradition, the idea 
came from the state, not from the 
.public. But trouble could easily 
have been foreseen, and precau- 
tions taken. The German political 
parties might, for example, have 
agreed to send hundreds of sup- 
porters to the site where Presi- 
dent Richard von WeizScker was 
to speak, as a sort of inconspi- 
cuous non-police buffer against 
possible disruption. Instead, 300 
hooligans dominated the scene 
and did tenible harm to the 
country’s image. 

But is Germany really in such a 
bad state? Is it headed for the sort 
of instability that television foot- 


age of the messy Berlin demon- 
stration or of anti-foreigner vio- 
lence would seem to indicate? Is 
Weimar again around tbe corner, 
so soon after reunification? 

Fortunately not. The attacks 
on refugees and asylum-seekers 
have been horrifying and deplor- 
able. And the nation's leaders 
probably should have protested 
more loudly after incidents like 
the arson attack at the former 
concentration camp of Sach- 
senhausen, north of Berlin. 

But all this does not make a 
Nazi revival. That insane ideolo- 
gy remains — thank God — 
discredited. Tbe political parties 
all agree on this; the same can 
surely be said of the overwhelm- 
ing majority of the population. 

Many of the young people in- 
volved in the anti-foreigner 
attacks know little about the Nazi 
past. They do know bow to exploit 
the cracks in a liberal society. But 
they do not understand just what 
impact Nazi-era symbols carry 
both here and abroad. 

One cannot deny a tendency 
among some Germans to relate to 
foreigners with suspicion and dif- 
ficulty. The reasons are many: 
the lack of experience as a colo- 
nial country like Britain or France; 
residual effects of German 


isolation in Nazi times; and the 
even more prolonged isolation of 
East Germany under communist 
role. 

That said, it is dear that Ger- 
many needs a Grand Coalition 
these days. Tbe problems facing 
the country are too severe to be 
treated along the lines of normal 
party politics. But this is what is 
happening, even in tbe debate 

over asylum law. One cannot 
avoid the impression that Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl hopes to win 
reelection on this issue. If so. this 
is a matter of the most cynical 
irresponsibility. Just as ghosts 
once summoned cannot after- 
ward be banned, so it is that when 
the conservatives cannot com- 
promise with the Social Demo- 
crats, further swings to the right 
will be their only answer. 

The German parties' course is 
irresponsible for another reason: 
The country has an obligation to 
preserve stability for external 
reasons. Only if Germany man- 
ages the reunification process re- 
sponsibly — which inevitably en- 
tails sacrifices — will it be able to 
react in a reliable way. 

Germany’s current obsession 
with domestic issues has left it 
little time for an active policy to 
the West or to the East. But real 


problems await, to the east and 
southeast. 

With tbe changeover in admi- 
nistrations following Bill Clin- 
ton’s election, tbe United States 
may not play an active role in 
Eastern Europe for the next 12 
months or so. like it or not, a 
German role in the East will be 
ever more important, not to men- 
tion the seemingly impossible 
task of saving the Maastricht trea- 
ty. 

The trouble Berlin demonstra- 
tion could therefore be seen as 
yet another warning. There is still 
time for tbe German parties to 
come to grips with the nation’s . 
difficulties. Instead of letting 
matters come to a state emergen- 
cy, as the chancellor has called it, 
the parties should adjust. 

The real problem of the 
affluent Germany of today is the 
lack of ideals. The society's opin- 
ion leaders need to set new goals: 
Solidarity with Eastern Europe 
and burden-sharing with our part- 
ners in the West. 

The writer is managing editor of 
Eumpa-Archiv, a bimonthly Ger- 
°f international 
aflans. This article is reprinted 
from tbe International Herald 
Tribune. 


to the periphery of tbeOmton 
campaign were the so-called neo- 
couserratives. Many <**"**^ 
dfviduals had been 
who moved to supp ort R epnbb- 
cans because pf the strong and- 
Soviet and pro-Israel ideology. A 
number of neo-conservatives 
served in the Reagan admunstra- 
*>n. Midway through tbe 1992 
ffl upaign conservative Demo- 
crats sought to win this group 
over to CHnton; and since they 
were largely frustrated by the end 

fo^Sd war and Mr- Bush's 
hardline against Yitzhak Shamir, 
many neo-conservatives aban- 
doned the Republican ramp and 
joined the Clinton effort. No 
members of this group, however, 
has cracked the inner aide of 
Clinton advisors, although they 
have met with and advised the 
advisors of the campaign. 

Interestingly enough, the pro- 
Israel lobby, the American-Israel 
Public Affairs Committee 
(AIPAC) has become closely 
identified with many of these 
neo-conservatives and has been 
actively supporting some of them 
for an appointment to posts in the 
coming Clinton adrnin«su atrou. 
At the same time AIPAC has 
been wagin g a war against tbe 
Carter group, hoping to put 
enough pressure on Mr. Clinton 
to make him hesitate before 
appointing any of them to key 
policy posts. 

But AIPAC is in a weakened 
state, as a number of recent 
developments indicates: 

1. While many thought that 
Mr. Bush’s rebuke of AIPAC in 
September 1991 weakened the 
lobby, in some ways it actually 
strengthened it as it allowed it to 
gal vanise major Jewish organisa- 
tional support — as they re- 
sponded to this attack on one of 
their own organisations by a 
“hostile” president. 

A more decisive blow' to 
AIPACs prestige came after Mr. 
Rabin’s election when on three 
separate occasions be publicly re- 
buked the lobby, in effect telling 
it to stay out of Israel’s business 
in dealing with tbe administration 
in Washington. Accusing die lob- 
by of having side d with Mr. Sha- 
mir and foe Likud Party and 
having unnecessarily antagonised 
the American government, the 
Labour Party press in Israel cal- 
led, in effect, for a “coup” in 
AIPAC and urging more moder- 
ate Jewish American leaders to 
take the helm of the lobby. 

2. Next came a number of 
revelations regarding AIPACs 
domestic spying operation which 
had among its principle targets 
Jesse Jackson, myself, and peace 
activists in the American Jewish 
community. This AIPAC effort 
was designed to maintain files on 
“enemies” of Israel and to dis- 
seminate disinformation about 
them m order to weaken their 
influence and discredit their 
work. Tbe revelations are con- 
tinuing, and each one is another 
knock on AIPACs credibility. 

3. Just this week AIPAC re- 
ceived a new blow as its president 
was forced to resign after the 
release of a taped telephone con- 
versation which revealed his ex- 
aggerated boasting about 
AIPACs fund-raising techniques 
to support senate candidates 
(some in apparent violation of 
U.S. election law), his supposed 
manipulation of Secretary of 
State Baker and AIPACs influ- 
ence within the Clinton cam- 
paign. The AIPAC president 
was forced to resign and apolo- 
gised to both Secretary Baker and 
President-elect Clinton for his 
“ex agg erated claims" — many 
Clinton supporters are outraged 
over the entire episode. 

Hie first real indication of tbe 
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LETTERS 


Give meaning to i 

To the Editor: 

I reme mber I once read that President Lyndon Johnsc-- 
iecuned his speech writers on brevity and said: “Four, 
important words in the English language have four ktte ■ . 
love, food, land and peace. I know peace has five lettc 
damn fool knows it should have four.” 

_bi feet, it is not important how many letters make.* 
What is really important is what it means. Peace is sec., 
leaves misery and countless tragedies behind. _ -; ^ 
Peace is an answered prayer. It ts well- blown that its . 
m ain t ain peace than to go to war with others. Buf - 
maintained when every party concerned understands- 
dom is not to do whatever you want to long as you can, 
responsible for everything you do. It is not to make pM 
just because you can, but to live with afl mankind « 
ieeungs of respect and mutual understanding. 

So,, for the sake of the coming generations, let's ja ; v 
hand to m a ke peace and mairt* our lives meaningful 

Sofcjma ■■ 
Jaint Hi. 
P.O. . 
Amman? 

Tbe Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions 
reacfcra on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters fe* 
however, should contain the writer’s 
preterably address as well. Names can be withheld * 
request and under xnerial r mmi are & 



manuscripts. 






oay. No 
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alestinians suspicious of 
Rabin settlement plans 


direction A . 

l By Colleen Siege! 
a Pr/si^- Renter 

‘o'ftCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
^H nrr S - hii,raeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
apoea * ^ Ve * abin's decision to honour 
andd2 c lhat V**2« by tbe previous right- 
wem Jl~ s n ot felng government to build 
anv riI Urelv i®usands of homes for Jews on 
weelTs w. % *xvpi*d ,and bas fed Palestinian 
mpntJ . Wi^spucions about his aims. 

15 10 Ws jj; Palestinians, who along with 
rpa ”’ yria, Lebanon and Jordan are 


fin, U.UOHUU aiiu juiuaii ate 

DaiorT * f ' n peace talks with 

chair ty-TraeJ, fear Mr. Rabin is ensuring 
: °J > f5 ein Pt O 6 * 1 hopes for a state are dashed. 


m S it early “It stands to reason that the 
control of h72:ttlement process definitely pre- 
agpojn*ed ^jtermines the final status." chief 
[Henas: VenJalesrinian negotiator Haidar 
head of tfe^JbduI Shafi said. 

American r?Mr- has agreed that 

Nationa.' (uj.N. resolutions enshrining the 
w arren Ctn^tmcipfe of trading land for peace 
P**ty secretarj?- ^ documents underlying all 
my Carter) i V pe®* laiks — appty to Syria, 
tee. M r j * But he has refused to make the 
group and Mrunc declaration to the PaJesti- 
be its direq ians. Although it says it would 
While thj' ^ so™ land for peace, Mr. 
balanced Rabin’s Labour Party is officially 
appoinin, ea T^p°sed to a Palestinian state, 
tened "bv'riL* Instead, Mr. Rabin is promot- 
they srJah-^?® a five-year period of limited 
lo lecjn^f Palestinian self-rule in the occu- 

Christonh^-h -,e< * ^ est Gaza Strip, 

hirrs-^' 'J, “**“<* Israel captured in the 1967 
secre:*.-. fl ®ddle East war. 
the rc”>*A- • 511 ^ ree years into self-rale, talks 
fcev r"-- - ° as3ou kl start oo a final agreement. 

j r However, Mr. Rabin has given 

vrts.-V" 1 /. indication of the permanent 
^ kttlement he envisages. Palesti- 
thp iff " n ? ^ ans ^ car ** b* little different 
n -pe nuijom the “autonomy" they are 
oe •»’ ai6n; bjtv negotiating. 

: ^pft:“The Palestinians are seeking 
n0:n --‘ ; ensure that everything in the auton- 
-ibccBy paves that way to an indepen- 
du?:r._. :-eir sait state'," said Joseph Alpher. 

J :• :-‘jm a^juty head of the Jaffee Centre 
,n s - t Strategic Studies in Tel Aviv. 


“And the Israelis are seeking 
that it be a status in itself and 
open-ended." 

On taking office in July, Mr. 
Rabin curbed new settlement 
activity, but allowed work to con- 
tinue on 13,567 bouses being built 
in the Golan Heights, Gaza Strip, 
West Bank and Arab East Jeru- 
salem. 

The West Bank and Gaza Strip 
are under military rule. East 
Jerusalem was annexed shortly 
after the 1967 war and Israel 
imposed civilian laws on the 
Golan in 1981, effectively annex- 
ing the strategic plateau over- 
looking Damascus and northern 
Israel. 

The settlement curbs won 
Israel S10 billion in U.S. loan 
guarantees — denied to Mr. 
Rabin's hardline predecessor Yit- 
zhak Shamir who refused to halt 
construction — despite Palest- 
inian and Arab calls for a total 
settlement freeze. 

Officials in Mr. Rabin's centre- 
left government say building had 
to continue to avoid costly legal 
battles with contractors. 

But Mr. Alpher said continued 
building could also cost Israel; 
funds spent for Jewish housing in 
the occupied territories are to be 
deducted from the U.S. loan 
guarantees. 

“The government financial 
rationale that they will pay too 
large sums is not necessarily per- 
suasive,'’ Mr. Alpher said. 

During tbe drive of the pre- 
vious Likud government, which 
openly planned settlement to 
block a land-fa r-peace deal with 
Palestinians, settlers estimated 
the point of no withdrawal at 
200,000 Jews in the occupied 
lands. 

Housing Minister Binyamin 
Ben-Eli ezer said filling the units 
now under construction could 


add 50,000 Jews to the 100,000 
now among J.75 million Palesti- 
nians in the West Bank and Gaza. 
The settlers would be two-thirds 
of the way to their goal. 
B“Tbis would be an achievement 
Breater than the achievements of 
the settlers in the Iasi eight 
years." Faisal Husseini, head of 
hte Palestinian peace team, told 
Israel's Davar newspaper. 

Government officials say pri- 
vately that building continues to 
prevent settler unrest. They say a 
cut in incentives will deter Israelis 
from moving to tbe occupied 
lands but do not indicate what 
they will do with empty houses. 

According to settlement 
spokesman Bob Lang, settlers 
have not reacted to Mr. .Rabin’s 
freeze on new building and land 
allocation, an end to mortgage 
forgiveness in many areas and 
other cuts in benefits. 

Settlers protested government 
security policies after recent 
attacks against Jews in the terri- 
tories but Mr. Lang recalled simi- 
lar protests against Mr. Shamir's 
government. 

“The people see building going 
on in their communities,” Mr. 
Lang told Reuters. “Only in a 
year or two will they feel any 
slowdown.'* 

Eran Ha yet, spokesman for 
Israel's Peace Now movement 
that wanted a complete settle- 
ment freeze, thinks the settlers 
may be secretly pleased with Mr. 
Rabin's limited measures. The 
government will soon hold the 
thousands of houses now being 
built. 

“In the future they will have 
the housing units done and there 
will be pressure to sell them," 
said Mr. Hayet. seeing bis hope 
for a removal of Jewish settle- 
ments as increasingly unlikely. 
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;p. Europe economic progress 
^tasked by political woes 
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By Jonathan Lynn 

Reuter 

rrif: j .t. (enna — Three years after 
m •_ o'. lie fall of the Berlin wall. Eastern 

- ; - r «rope has made immense 
ihi '• rides towards a market eco- 

Ir. -- 

But the progress is often 
wor\ : —"tasked by a pall of gloomy poli- 
*::i cal news and the rewards are yet 

Bis r ii-.ix.fi come. 

CO:-.:;:.-' ” In three countries — Poland, 
e<!u Vi-T'ungary and Czechoslovakia — 

one he growing signs that 1993 

i ill see economic recovery, 

to.- lt: V But political instability, ethnic 
n ’,-’ V - ;; - ; rife. the resilience of ex-com- 
~ j unists and public disenchant- 
,,^, r ,ent with the rigours of reform 

“V". u--- :'-i' lve obscured the adrievements 
V-- -. n* 051 European countries 
' ' r '"- — ^ — *“* economy 




putting a market 
amework in place. 

K Now the West’s own weaken- 

S economic performance is 
fl * :r :".iding to the East Europeans’ 
: L .! °es, stiffening western reluct- 
rr, ' r: - • - ’"jee to let in products such as 
civ. v : ' , xtiles, steel and food. 

ie,*c:‘- r The euphoric forecasts of rapid 
uia-O' ■' ra *_L structuring and prosperity 
’• ; R - "hich accompanied the collapse 
0 -, " communist regimes across 

r :-' .astern Europe in late 1989 now 

. : ■> "ern premature, 
i-r - “it seems today even the scep- 
r. : . : s were too optimistic," said 

i:.-p‘ rmer Czechoslovak Foreign 
:r-1inister Jiri Dienstbier. 

-1'^- Reforming governments have 
eaded over double-digit chops 
jh&s* output, evoking the 1930s, and 
faring prices as the pent-up 
/r?-;-:-*- :c ~ r ’^ ects rommimutt mismanage- 
ent were released. Unemploy- 
' ent, long banished from the 

gion, is back with a vengeance. 
It may-be the end of tire decade 
:fore the region, including the 
imer Soviet Union, recovers, 
ith some countries first suffering 
40 per cent drop in output, 
'orid Bank Vice-President Wil- 
led Thaftvitz said in September. 
But many of those working in 
.e region remain optimistic, 
jc-' ■ xh as European Bank for Re- 
~ oii ■'nstruction and Development 
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< ^untries as a predotzs resource. 
rr.-i") ~'? ; y “l tend to see the glass as half 
;c not' half empty, and it’s 

■echo ^- J ^c*ting fnller,” v ~ “***••’ 


he said. 
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latest to argire that the pain 
* n '» ^ams to be ending, ai- least in 
j* me countries. 

“Recent developments in Hun- 
.CtedwslovaBa and Po- 
mi, in - particular , justify caa : 
. jus optimism that the sharp 
^fraction of otrtpnt of the past 
J^.w years is possibly ending now 
P ‘ is likely, to .end soon and that 
•/93 may see positrve GDP (gross 
imestic product) growth for tiie 
yjst time in dose to.five years. 
. are possibly at a tummg 

. iylraC* IMF Managing Director 
vt^ '.^dbel Oandessus said in .early 
;■ 'y.avember. 

i."'- Optimism seems to be 


, -v 


strongest about Poland where, 
after a year of party-political 
chaos, Hanna Sudiocka's new 
coalition government is getting to 
grips with the huge budget de- 
ficit. 

Getting the budget deficit 
under control is the key to an 
agreement with the IMF which 
would unlock fresh credits from 
the fund and dear the way to a 
deal on the $11 billion Warsaw 
owes commercial banks out of its 
$45 million foreign debt. 

Amid the political squabbles, a 
radical transformation of the Pol- 
ish economy has quietly taken 
place. Half the workforce now 
works in the private sector, which 
accounts for more than one quar- 
ter of industrial output. 

Czechoslovakia has also notch- 
ed up successes, launching a mass 
privatisation scheme that has 
been copied widely in other re- 
forming countries and cutting in- 
flation dose (o West European 
levels. . 

Unemployment has been fall- 
ing and is down to only 2.6 per 
cent of tbe workforce in the 
richer Czech republic, where 
there are even reports of shor- 
tages of skilled labour. 

Hungary, wh ich s tarted its re- 
forms under KKVS and has 
adopted a gradual approach 
rather than the radical shock 
therapy favoured in Warsaw and 
Prague, has also been advancing. 

Its image of political stability 
and economic progress bas won 
it the Eon’s share of direct fore- 
ign investment into the region — 
more than $4 billion. 

- But even m the three rapid 
reformers of Central Europe, in- 
flation next year is likely to re- 
main in double digits and they are 
beset by political problems which 
could hinder their progress to 
quick integration with Western 
Europe. 

Tbe coming split of Czechoslo- 
vakia may not be the velvet divorce 
promised by Prague politicians 
and a row between Slovakia and 
Hungary over a dam on tbe 
Dannbe* bas tarnished the re- 
gion's image of stability — as 
have recent xenophobic state- 
ments from rightists in Hungary's 
main governing party. 

All is not gloom in the less 
advanced eastern countries. 

Both Bulgaria and Romania 
have put most of a market eco- 
nomy framework in place and 
Romania has launched a mass 
privatisation. But the shadow of 
the past looms larger here. 

In Romania the Democratic 
National Salvation Front of Presi- 
dent Ion Hiescu, a former com- 
munist, was the strongest party in 
recent elections, while in Bulgar- 
ia a curious alliance of ex-com- 
munists and ethnic Turks brought 
down tbe country's first non-com- 
munist government since World 
War n. 

The combination of perceived 
communist influence and relative 
poverty is discouraging needed 
foreign investment. 

But all major parties are com- 
mitted to reform, even (hough 


economist Nicolae Vacaroiu, 
named by Mr. Iliescu to head 
Romania's next government, says 
he favours a slower pace of 
change. 

Bulgaria is supporting its lev 
currency, hit by the political cri- 
sis, with market instruments jsucb 
as higher interest rates rather 
than communist-style controls. 

In former Yugoslavia, once 
one of tbe region’s brightest pros- 
pects, the successor states are 
going different ways. 

Slovenia is likely to join the 
Central European fast adjusters. 
But others, mired in dvil war, are 
driving their economies to the 
level of neighbouring Albania, 
whose reforming government is 
dependent on aid handouts. 


Philistines weren’t 



NEW YORK — After all these 
centuries of calumny, the Philis- 
tines are finally having some good 
things said about them. They 
were not, it seems, deserving of 
that withering epithet: Philistine. 

Archaeologists 2 rc uncovering 
increasing evidence that the Phi- 
listines, arch foes of (be Israelites 
in biblical times whose name be: 
came synonymous with barbarity 
and boorishness, were actually 
the creators of fine pottery and 
grand architecture, clever urban 
planners and cosmopolitan de- 
votees of the grape. If anything, 
the Israelites, at the time mostly 
shepherds and farmers in the 
hills, were the less-sophisticated 
and less-cultured folk. 

In excavations this summer 
among the ruins of Ashkelon on 
Israel's Mediterranean coast, 
archaeologists from Harvard Uni- 
versity came upon revealing re- 
mains of the Philistine dty as it 
was on the day of its destruction 
by King Nebuchadnezzar's 
Babylonian army in 604 B.C. 
They found inscribed pottery, 
stone altars, buildings and rooms 
of handsome design and adv- 
anced construction techniques, 
and a wine press that belies the 
fingering image of the Philistines 
as a loutish, beer-drinking peo- 
ple. 

The wine press, perhaps the 
property of King Aga. the last 
ruler of Ashkelon, consists of a 
shallow grape-treading basin with 
a channel directing the liquid into 


a deeper collecting tank. The 
masonry is said fly experts to be 
similar to the work of later Ro- 
man artisans. 

“One could not imagine a finer 
craftsmanship than what we see 
in these last stages of Philistine 
life,’' Lawrence E. Stager, a Har- 
vard archaeologist and leader of 
the Leon Levy Expedition at 
Ashkelon, said in an interview. 

Other excavations reinforce 
this new assessment of Philistine 
culture and extend it back to their 
first appearance in the Middle 
East, around 1175 B.C. Evidence 
of copper smelting in Philistine 
cities in Cyprus indicates a tech- 
nology that anticipated Rome in 
this field by mure than 1,000 
years. At Ekrcn. the ruins of 
another Philistine city in the 
south of present-day Israel, 
archaeologists have discovered 
that the Philistines were making 
pottery with imaginative red and 
black motifs, including decora- 
tions with fish, birds and geomet- 
ric patterns, when the early 
Israelites were using crude, uri- 
painted pottery. 

Two Israeli archaeologists,. 
Trude Dothan and Moshe 
Dothan of Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem, say that from their 30 
years of investigations has 
emerged a picture of the Philis- 
tines as great traders, master 
builders and one of the most 
civilised people of their time. The 
Philistines' influence in bringing 


By John Noble Wtfforri 


culture to the region was prob- 
ably considerable. 

In their book “People of the 
Sea.” being published next 
month by Macmillan, the 
Dothans write: “As the complex- 
ity of Philistine culture has be- 
come evident, so has the vital role 
•that the Philistines played in the 
cultural and political' develop- 
ment of the region throughout 
the biblical period. At the same 
time, our search for the Philis- 
tines has shed new light on a 
unique period of interaction be- 
tween the cultures of the Aegean 
and the Near East." 

Indeed, scholars think the new 
findings may have solved the 
mystery cf the Philistines’ origins. 
They were among the enigmatic 
Sea People who arirved in the 
Levant in the 12th century B.C.. 
as recorded in Egyptian accounts, 
and settled between the Israelite 
tribes to the east and the Egyp- 
tian empire to -he south. They 
supplanted the Canaanites in 
cities like Ashkelon. Ashdod. 
Ekron. Gath and Gaza. But 
where had they come from? 

Excavations a: several o-' these 
Philistine cities have revealed 
th?t their red-and-black ceramics 
bear a striking resemblance to the 
styles of the Mycenaean Greeks. 
This was net imported pottery, 
because analysis shows that it was 
made with local clays. Also, loom 
weights found at Philistine cities 
are similar to those dug up at 
Mycenae and other Greek sites 


by the 19th-century archaeologist 
Heinrich Schliemann. 

Other important clues are the 
brick cooking hearths uncovered 
in the ruins of Ekron by Trude 
Dothan and Seymour Gitin, 
director of the Albright Institute 
of Archaeological Research in 
Jerusalem. The hearth had not 
been common in Canaan, the 
archaeologists pointed out, but 
had a central place in the palaces 
of the Aegean world. 

"More than an architectural 
element." the Dothans note in 
their book, the hearth “repre- 
sented a tradition that reflected 
the social structure and habits of 
everyday life” for the Aegean 
peoples. 

Some circumstantial evidence 
also raises intriguing possibilities. 
The Greek epics are filled with 
tales of heroes wandering the 
eastern Mediterranean in the 
years after the fall of Troy, usual- 
ly dated at 1183 B.C. — not long 
before the appearance of tbe 
Philistines on the coast of Ca- 
naan. In Homer's “Odyssey," the 
Greeks are frequently described 
in places like Cyprus. Phoenicia, 
Egypt and Libya. 

Not all the Greeks made it 
back home, and in some epics it is 
told that these refugees founded 
cities in the eastern Mediterra- 
nean. Mr. Stager said that pla- 
ques depicting scenes from the 
Odyssey have been found in the 
ruins of Ashkelon; they were 
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from the city's later Roman 
period, but indicated, he said, 
that the people “still recalled 
their Greek heritage hundreds oi 
years later.” 

From the archaeological evi- 
dence, mainly the Greek-style 
pottery, Mr. Stager concluded 
last year in an article in Biblical 
Archaeological Review, “Throw- 
ing caution to the wind. I air 
willing to state flatly that the Set 
Peoples, including the Philistines 
were Mycenaean Greeks.” 

If some scholars have beer 
slow to accept this interp retaC i on 
it may be because of a reluctanct 
to identify the so-called barbari> 
Philistines of the Bible with th< 
elevated Greeks. “Nor has ou 
upbringing in the classic 
helped,” Mr. Stager said in tin 
article. “It has probably hinderet 
us from recognising that th'j 
heroes of the Iliad and the Odys 
sey — the ‘good guys’ — jus 
might be akin to the ‘bad guys’ - 
namely, the Sea People.” 

Apart from perhaps offering . j 
solution to a mystery of ancien j 
history, this new view of th> 
Philistines has implications fo 
interpreting some familiar biblic 
al stories. 

Samson and Delilah, for exam ] 
pie. In the Bible, Delilah is a kin« 
of Philistine Mata Hari, sent t 
discover the secret of Samson* 
superhuman strength: his sever 
magical locks of hair. When hi 
hair is shorn, he is weakened an>, 
“like any man.” 

Mr. Stager pointed out a Grce 
parallel. Scylla cut her father' 
hair while be slept, thus removin 
his iavindbility so that he coul- 
be captured by King Minos c 
Crete. For this reason, the Hai 
vard archaeologist has suggeste 
that the Samson story may hav 
Greek origins through the Philir 
tines and that Samson's tribf 
Dan, might not have 
Israelite originally bat possibly 
Greek origin. 

Likewise, Goliath may have 
be reconsidered. He was the 
listine pant who was slam with 1 
slingshot by the young David i| 
the 10th century B.C. Tbe Gree| 
influence on the Philistines tr.t 
have still been strong, Mr. Stag(| 
said, because the Bible describe 
Goliath as going into the bat 
wearing bronze greaves on ! 
legs. No CanaanTte or Israeli^ 
soldier wore greaves, but Gr 
warriors did. 

This new research does n< 
clear up the other mystery abci 
the Philistines: their ultimai 
fate. After Ashkelon and Ekrc 
were destroyed by Nebuchadm 
zar. King Aga and many of 
subjects were sent into exile 
Babylon. In 586 B.C., with 
fall of Jerusalem, the Jews joir 
the Philistines in Babylonian 
Ue. The Jews eventually retumc 
to Palestine. But about the Phil 
tines, nothing more is known 
International Herald Tribune. 
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Jealousy is a factor in 
anti-Magic opinions — Bird 


Graf downs Martinez; Zvereva 


NEW YORK (AP) — Lany Bird 
would have “no problem" play- 
ing against Magic Johnson be- 
cause of the AIDS virus and said 
“professional jealousy" is a factor 
in other players' opinions, the 
New York Ftost reported. 

“I see it as a bad case of 
professional jealousy," said the 
former Boston Celtics star, who 
was in Palm Beach, Florida, for 
a celebrity golf tournament orga- 
nised by Greg Norman. “As far 
as playing against (Johnson), I’d 
have no problem whatsoever" 

Johnson announced his second 
retirement from the Los Angeles 
Lakers on Nov. 2 after Utah star 
Karl Malone and other players 
expressed fears about playing 
against Johnson. 

Bird and Malone spent two 
months during the summer prac- 
ticing against Johnson as team- 


mates on the U.S. Olympic team. 

“When you have a Magic John- 
son or a Michael Jordan and 
there are other superstars not 
getting the press they are, the 
others sort of resent that,” Bird 
said. 

“The same kind of thing bap-, 
pens in everyday life. I think 
that's what’s happening to Magic 
now. He's been on top for so 
long, that everybody is taking a 
shot at him, to cut him down a 
little bit. They’ve been waiting so 
many years to do it and now 
they're getting the opportunity to 
do it. It's sad. 

“There’s a lot of attention 
being focused on Magic because 
he's the first athlete to come out 
and try to play with the AIDS 
vims. 

“I feel very sony for him, but 
there’s nothing you can do now." 


upsets Pierce 
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SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Mourning signs with Hornets 



CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — One week into the NBA season, 
the Charlotte Hornets added their No. 1 draft pick when Alonzo 
Mounting ended his holdout and signed a six-year contract 
reportedly worth S2&.25 million. The 6-fbot-10 (2.09 metre) 
Georgetown Centre, drafted for his strong rebounding and 
shot-blocking skills, said he was putting the five-month signing 
impasse behind him. “That’s in the past now," Mourning said. 
“I’m ready to get started and contribute to this team. Til do 
anything I can to help Charlotte win some ball games.” Mourning 
will suit op for Friday night's game against the Pacers. Coach 
Allan Briston said Mourning may start. “His presence in the 
middle is going to be a major factor in our team's success this 
season,*' said Briston. Team officials would not confirm reports 
that Mourning had agreed to a six-year deal that will pay him $2.5 
million for his rookie season. Mourning also has an escape clause 
after the fourth year, owner George Shinn said. 


40 disqualified from NYC Marathon 


NEW YORK (AP) — A total of 40 runners, including two who 
failed to appear at checkpoints along the course during the Nov. 1 
New York City Marathon, were disqualified. Race organisers said 
Jame Suescun of Rego Park, N.Y., who recorded a time of 2 
boors, 34 minutes, 27 seconds, and Jean-Luc Hausman of 
Belgium, who clocked 2:35:13, were disqualified. Neither will be 
allowed to run in the marathon again. Thirty-three runners were 
disqualified for running with someone else's number, four for 
allowing their runner number to be photocopied and one for 
shoplifting at the Marathon Expo. 


WBC orders 4 more title fights 


CANCUN, Mexico (R) — The World Boxing Council (WBC) 
ordered four world champions Thursday to defend their crowns or 
face being stripped of their titles. In the penultimate session of its 
annual convention in the Mexican resort of Cancun, the WBC 
said its middleweight, welterweight, featherweight and flyweight 
champions should arrange fights with their challengers within 60 
days. The ruling affected middlweight champion Julian Jackson of 
the Virgin Islands, who must fight challenger Sumbu Kalambai of 
Italy; welterweight James McGill of the United States, who must 
fight Genaro Leon of Mexico; Britain's featherweight Paul 
Hopkinson, who must face the winner of a Nov. 25 bout in 
Mexico City between Mexicans Goyo Vargas and Alejandro 
Gonzalez, and Russia's flyweight Yuri Arvachakov, who must 
defend his title against Isaias Zamudio of the United States. 
Earlier this week the WBC also saaid the winner of Friday's Las 
Vegas fight between heavyweight champion Evander Holyfield 
and Riddick Bowe of the United States mhst agree by Jan. 2 to 
fight British challenger Lennox Lewis or forfeit the WBC title. 
The WBC also announced it was incorporating South African 
boxers into its rankings for the first time in 17 years following its 
decision to provisionally lift its boycott against South Africa over 
apartheid. 


Milan beats deportivo 1-0 in friendly 


LA CORUNA, Spain (AP) — Daniele Massaro scored in the 
75th minute to push Italian League leaders Milan to a 1-0 victory 
over Spain's No. 1 team La Coruna Deportivo in an exhibition 
.game. Massaro deflected in the winning goal from just in front of 
the net off a well directed crossing pass to deflate a sellout crowd 
of 35,000 that came looking for the powerful Italian side to be 
upset. Moments before the winning goal, Fernando “Nando 1 
Martinez had Deportivo’s best scoring chance in the game when 
he fired a blistering shot from 12 metres that Milan's keeper 
managed to handle. The game was a moral victory for Deportivo, 
which is the surprising league leader in its second season in 
Spain's competitive first division which is traditionally dominated 
by Barcelona and Real Madrid. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
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WHAT’S 100 POINTS? 


Both vulnerable. South deala. 
NORTH 

* K Q 8 6 
7 7 6 4 2 

! K 3 

* A Q 5 

WEST EAST 

* J 9 4 2 * 10 5 3 

T K Q 9 7 3 

V 8 6 2 : 10 9 7 5 4 

* 10 8 2 *9764 

SOUTH 

* A 7 

7 A J 10 8 5 
: AQJ 

* A J 3 
The bidding: 


of two no trump. North’s three clubs 
was Stayroan. probing for a 4-4 ma- 
jor fit. When one was located, North 


North East 
3 ♦ Pass 

6 •? Pass 


Opening lead: Two of * 
W-S.Gflberi knew ail about 
“greedy men whom hope of gain 
allured." West surely fitted into that 
category. The double of six hearts 
was likely to earn a measly 100 
points if declarer held the ace of 
hearts, by no means a 'certainty, and 
risked painting a picture of the op- 
posing distribution that would en- 
able South to land the slam. 

North-South were employing a 
20-22 point range for opening bids 


wasted no* time in getting to the 
desired contract. 

Left alone, declarer would surely 
have gone down. With nine trumps 
missing the king and queen, the 
perrcentage play is to take two fi- 
nesses. That has a 76 percent 
chance of success, whereas ba n gi n g 
out the ace in. the hope of dropping a 
singleton honor or, failing that, get- 
ting a 2-2 break is 10 percent worse. 
Both lines were doomed to failure. 

Warned by the double that West 
surely held both missing honors, de- 
clarer had to strive for an endplay. 
That involved taking considerable 
risks, hut any chance was better 
than none at alL 

Declarer won the ace- of spades, 
crossed to the king and ruffed a 
spade. After cashing three rounds of 
clubs, declarer ruffed another spade 
in hand, then cashed the king and 
ace of diamonds. A diamond was 
ruffed on the table and a trump was 
led. When East followed low, declar- 
er finessed the ten. West won, bat 
now was down to K 9 of trumps and 
had to lead away from the king into 
declarer's A J tenace. Instead of 
gaining 100 points. West’s double 
resulted in a net loss of 1.760! 


PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Top- 
seeded Steffi Graf of Germany 
easily handled fifth-seed Conchi- 
ta Martin ez of Spain 6-1, 6-1 
Thursday in the quarterfinals of 
the $350,000 Virginia Slims of 
Philadelphia. 

Second-seeded Gabriela Saba- 
tirri of Argentina faced wild-card 
entry T.isa Raymond of Wayne, 
Pa., the 1992 NCAA singles 
champion, in a quarterfinal. 

In second-round matches 
Thursday, Natalia Zvereva of Be- 
larus upset sixth-seeded Mary 
Pierce of France 7-6 (7-4), 6-2; 
and eighth-seeded Lori McNeil 
survived a strong comeback by 


Gigj Fernandez to win 6-2, 7-5. 

McNeil will play fourth-seeded 
Jennifer Capriati and Zvereva 
Trill play third-seeded Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario in the quarterfin- 
als. 

Graf, the world's second- 
ranked player, kept Martinez, 
ranked No. 8, under pressure 
with ground strokes to the cor- 
ners and baseline. Both players 
played mostly from back court 
with heavily undercut backhands. 

“J thought it was going to be a 
lot tougher," Graf said after the 
46-minute match. “She’s not 
somebody to put awav that quick- 
ly." 


Martinez, who has lost all 
seven of her matches against 
Graf, said Graf was serving well, 
bitting a slice backhand and mov- 
ing quickly. 


“I didn’t play that bad, but she 
hit the ball too early and I 
couldn’t run to it," Martinez said. . 

In the second-round matches, 
Fernandez rallied from 0-3 in the 
second set. The sixth game 
reached deuce eight times as both 
players made a series of lunging 
recovery shots and Fernandez en- 
ded it with a backhand service 
return down the line. 


Service held until the 11th 


game, when a sharply angled 
volley put McNeil ahead 6-5. 
Fernandez then returned a serve 
with a backhand into the net in 
the 12th ga me to give McNeil the 

win. 

Pierce won three stra ight 
garnt^ s to go »hmd 6-5 In the first 
set. Zvereva held service, then 
won the tie-breaker from 4-4 with 
three straight points. 

In the second set, Zvereva won 
four straight games form 1-1 and 
lost die seventh after leading 
30-15. She won the final game at 
love on Pierce’s service, with 
Pierce hitting the final drive down 
the right side into the net. 


Lendl, McEnroe lose In EC Championship 


ANTWERP, Belgium (AP) — 
Five-time winner Ivan Lendl was 
soundly beaten by Australian 
Mark Woodforde 6-4, 6-2 in the 
biggest upset yet of the European . 
Community Championship 
(ECC). Triple ECC champion 
John McEnroe also failed to 
reach the quarterfinals of the 
$1.11 million event, losing in 
straight sets to Czechoslovak Petr 
Korda, seeded third, 6-4, 6-4. 

Top-seeded Jim Courier 
cruised along, sweeping past 
Spain’s Javier Sanchez 6-3,6-3. 
France’s Guy Forget, seeded 
eighth, had just as little trouble 
with Argentina’s Gabriel Markus 
6-4, 6-3. 

In addition to fourth-seeded 
Lendl, Spain's Carlos Costa also 
lost, falling victim to German 
Michael Stich in straight sets 6-4, 
6-4. 


Sweden’s Magnus Larsson 
reached the quarterfinals in less 
glorious fashion, struggling for 
three sets before edging Dutch 
qualifier Tom Nijssen, 4-6, 7-6 
(7-5), 7-6 (7-1). Larsson will play 
Woodforde. McEnroe kept Kor- 
da in check during the first eight 
games but served two double 
faults, losing serve and the first 
set. From then on, Korda's agility 
and quickness dominated pro- 
ceedings. 


Woodforde, ranked 61st in the 
world, relied on- his tough serve 
to score his first win over Lendl in 
five attempts. 


“With him playing so well and 
with me not on — that was the 
problem," Lendl said afterwards. 
He complained he was still Stiff 
during Thursday's match after 
playing late the evening before. 


During its 11-year history, 
Lendl has been by far the domi- 
nating force at the ECC, last 
winning the diamond-and-gold 
racket in 1989. 

Lendl served five double faults 
and rarely threatened the accu- 
rate serve of Woodforde. The 
American had not played in two 
weeks after winning an ATP 
event in Tokyo. 

Courier, the world’s No. 1, has 
played two events during that 
stretch, but has struggled before 
finding his best form again here. 
He was never threatened by San- 
chez in a . match that took barely 
more than an hour. 

“This is an important week," 
he said, reflecting on early losses 
in Stockholm and Paris. “It is 
important to do well here going 
into Frankfurt," where the ATP 
World Championships start Mon- 


day. 

Stich, who will play second- 
seeded Michael Chang in the 
quarterfinal, is steadily improving 
here after saving three match 
points in the first round against 
another Spaniard, Sergi Bru- 
guera. . 

Costa, a day-court specialist 
was seeded seventh here. 

“I still haven’t hit my stride, 
but there is some progress," Stich 
said. 


Larsson meanwhile needed to 
win two tiebreakers to advance in 
the quarterfinals after losing the 
first set 4-6 to Nijssen, a first- 
round winner over No. 5 seed 
Malivai Washington. 

Dutchman Richard Krajicek, 
No. 6 seed here, reached the 
quarterfinal late Wednesday and 
will now play Korda. 


Cherkasov beats Wheaton; Medvedev advances in Moscow 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russia's 
Andrei Cherkasov has moved 
closer to whining his third straight 
Kremlin Cup by ousting a frus- 
trated David Wheaton 6-4, 7-6 in 
the $348,000 tennis tournament 
at OlynJpic Stadium. 

The victory for Cherkasov, 22, 
eliminated the last U.S. player in 
the singles draw. Other winners 
reaching the quarterfinals in- 
cluded 18-year-old sensation 
Andrei Medvedev and Switzer- 
land's warp-speed server Marc 
RosseL 

“Today was a very tough 
match,” Cherkasov said, admit-* 
ting to reporters that his confi- 
dence was low after losing in the 


first round of five recent events. 
“But 1 feel more confident now 
than I did two hours ago." 

The compact Cherkasov, 
seeded fourth in the event, kept 
steady pressure on his 23-year-old 
American foe who has dropped in 
world rankings since last year 
from 12th to 42nd. 

Cherkasov, ranked 30th, hit 
devastating top-spin lobs and pas- 
sing shots that repeatedly 
thwarted Wheaton at the net. As 
Wheaton notched up his game, 
Cherkasov played ever harder. 

The Russian broke Wheaton's 
serve to take the first set 6-4. The 
players stayed even in the second 
set, each unable to break the 


other's serve, until the score was 
4-4. In a critical test, Wheaton 
squandered a triple break point, 
and Cherkasov went up 5-4. 

In the next game, Wheaton 
saved three match points and 
came back to tie the score at 5-5. 
Each held serve once more to 
trigger a tie-breaker, but some- 
thing in Wheaton had snapped. 
Cherkasov won the tiebreaker 
7-2. 

Cherkasov's quarterfinal oppo- 
nent is sixth -seeded Frenchmen 
Cedric Pionline, who . knocked 
out American Richey Reneberg 
Wednesday. 

Earlier, the third-seeded Med- 
vedev outpaced South Africa’s 


Christo Van-Rensberg, 7-6 (7-3), 
0-6, 6-2, to earn a quarterfinal 
berth. 

The baby-faced Medvedev, 
ranked 25th in the world, lost 
concentration after winning the 
first set and allowed his 30-year- 
old opponent to bulldoze trim in 
the second. But the Ukrainian 
recovered in the final set, over- 
whelming Van-Rensberg with a 
series of baseline blasts and sur- 
gical strikes at net. 

Medvedev next faces Ger- 
many’s Carl Uwe-Steeb. 

Rosset, the Olympic gold 
medallist, squeaked out a victory 
over Russia's Yevgeny Kafelni- 
kov. 6-7 (7-4). 6-3, 7-6 (7-5). 


move to Florida 


SCOTTSDALE, Arizona (R) — 
The giants look to be staying in 
San Francisco after all as Major 
League Baseball owners rejected 
a proposed $115. million sale of 
the National League team to the 
Tampa-St Petersburg area of 
Florida. 

National League owners with- 
held approval on Giants' owner 
Bob Lurie's agreement to sell the 
team to a Tampa Bay investor 
group by voting against the sale 


9-4. The giants were excluded 
from the balloting. 

Ten votes were needed for the 
National League owners to 
approve the move. The proposal 
did not reach the 14 American 
League owners, who could have 
approved the sale by a majority 
vote. 

A San Francisco-based group 
recently met with National 
League President Bill White and 
made an offer to buy the team for 


$100 million and keep it in San 
Francisco, where the Giants have 
resided since they left New York 
35 years ago. 

“The National League dis- 
approved the relocation of the 
San Francisco Giants to Tampa/ 
St. Petersburg. In doing so the 
league reaffirmed baseball's long 
established preference for the sta- 
bility of its franchises," Bud Sel- 
lig, owner of the Milwaukee 
Brewers and chairman of the 


baseball's eight-member Execu- 
tive Council, told a news confer- 
ence. 


Sc tig would not reveal who cast 
the dissenting votes. 

Lnrie has been moved to sell 
over frustration at the refusal of 
San Francisco voters to approve 
funding for a new stadium to 
replace ageing and windy Cand- 
lestick Park beside San Francisco 
Bay. 
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' WATCH OUT* FOR ' 
MV HUS BAND, SON 
> - We*G A LAZV V 
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HE DOESN'T GO ROUND 
>- YOU — HE GOES V 
RIGHT THROUGH YOU 1 



Mutt'n’Jeff 


JUST GO UP AND TELL SPIKE 
YOU CAME TO COLLECT THE 

three bucks he owes mej 
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GO UP AGAIN 
AND INSIST 
YOU WANT 
MV THREE 
\ BUCKS* r 


I TWO BLACK' 
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FORECAST FOR SATURDAY NOVEMBER 14, J9S^ f * 
By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll R#\ter Fount 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: De- 
lays and confusion are apt DO bea 

lam part of today’s piamefor^ 

IJagsivou make a double effortto 
have an e»« imder^ndnigM 
every point and teU others what 
they should do to make your rela- 
tionship mare productive. 


you want more dealings o: 
nature and dzsazss whu ■ 
can do to make dris amhfr 
realized. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
very good day for gettin g at fro * 
private matters that are important 
to you and putting some extra 
effort in trying to solve them satis- 
factory. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Consider what you can do that wal 
delight your friends and acquaint- 
ance^ md by doing what yxxrm- 
stmets tell you and you will have 


LIBRA: (September 23 to 

22) Whatever yon have a 
make your s urr o undin gs 
accord w ith how' y ou feel 
be most comfortable aag 
operate effectively k got 

SCORPIO: (October 23 tc 
ber 21) A very good da* 
time to put your efforts up 
ever gift that you have' 
want to utilize more to yoi 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) The 
outside world and what you wish to 
do or have agreed to do there can 
be done wife the ma x im u m of 
beneficial results and much 
afidahn. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You know how you want 
to open new doors of achievement 
and now you have a good day and 
evening to get into the de ta ils to 
these dreams come true. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Think 
about what you do t o impro ve your 
pr actical affairs and where you are 
at a loss for a good course of 
action, consult with an astute 


SAGITTARIUS: (Naventf 
December 21) Its job? 
concentrate upon, mattcri 
own residence and that yg 
desires and especi a lly ja~a 
ing prop er ty matters. 

CAPRICORN: (Docembc 
January 20) Dashing fa 
there seeing usual compas 
aid you with routine maz 
attending affairs can prod 
results. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Seek out a partner with whom 


AQUARIUS: (Jammy 21 1 
ary 19) A day to takeagt 

at your property and pots 
see just what you cari'dc 
prove or repair them; o 
decide, cany through.- 
PESCES-- (February 20 ft 
20) Take a good look jt y 
life and where you are pc 
beaded and just what you 
bring yourself more of tfa 
you desire. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harr 





“My women’s magazine says we 
should glue magnets to our 
lips to help us kiss longer!” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD® 
s by Henri Arnold and 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 

lour ordinary words. 



Now arrange the circled tetwra 
form the surprise answer, as R 
Bested by the above cartoon- - - 


Answer: a“ 


(Answers tnr¥?c. 

Yesterday’s I Jumbtes: SCOUR ERUPT DEBATE RTTIIAL v ? — 


Answer What they gave Dracula when he firrtsnt«c*»?\A?iC fe 

Hollywood— "BIT - PARTS . . .. *** 


THE Daily Crossword » 


Raymond Hamel 


ACROSS 
1 Popular 
paperback 
11 Pocket bread 

15 Put Into words 

16 "East of Eden" 
brother 

17 Hamstrung 

18 Firm’s Healer 

19 Brief fashion 

20 Part of Caesar's 
speech 

21 Twisting power 
23Sault — Marie 
24 Chancellor 

Adenauer 
26 Hemp plant 
29 Lattice of 
, girders 
!l 34-glance 

35 Set of rules 
37 Flying prefix 

36 Questioned 

40 DeB choice 

41 Ail 

42 Mats' field 

43 Alone 

44 T K toe 

45 Herman's band 
47 Courtly dance 
49 Not as Important 
52 Central 

54 Hun honcho 
58 VVaKet Were 
60 Yale student 
81 Cafe au — 

62 Exceptionally 

talented one 

65 Wheel rod 

66 Missing the 
mark 

67 Carpe — 

68 Clerical offices 





DOWN 

1 Makes a poor 
golf shot 

2 Printing 
mistakes 

3 1850s auto 

4 the 
season..." 

5 " — Network 
90" 

6 'Two got til" 

7 s. Am. plain 

80ld language 


9 Summer Fr. 

10 Bureaucratic 
paperwork 

11 Young salmon 

12 Desert Storm 
country 

13 Bean curd 

14 Put into the pot 

22 Keats work 

25 Cowboy event 

27 Col. Hannibal 
Smith's group 

28 No gentleman, 
he 

30Twangy 

31 It's out to 
friends 

32 Before 

33 Plant so. 

35 Use a bridge 

36 Popeya's gal 


nnrao ranmnn nn/j 
nannnnnannnnP 
nnnnnnmn noun 

□nrann mounrau 
nnoon nnon on 
□oranracoonnnoni 
anno nnno nnRQ 
naasaonio nnnn 
□ran onn 
nrannnn nonnon 
□nnnciRnnnnnnn 
HBnij onnnn no 
iTionn ncr.inn nwi 



rr ; ~r"» a » 48 Pontius — 

38 Volcanic output 50 Shore birds 

39 That girl 51 Make law 


• * Ugu l( ■« 

SSScrabbtigL^S ii 


41 Give — try 
43 Fog over 
46 Sickly 
.47 Singer Cyndl 


63 Has a meal 

54 "When 1 
was — ..." 

55 DeVito sitcom 


54?2Sof in 

00,0 
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Chevron cuts 

1,500 jobs 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Chevron 
Corp. has said it will eliminate 
1,500 jobs. Including one 
thousand positions at its San 
Francisco headquarters, saving 
the gjant oil company at least 
$235 million a year. Industry, 
analysts hailed Chevron’s move, 
saying the cuts would boost the 
company’s profits at a time of low 
oil prices and difficult business 
conditions. 

“The key is, operating costs are 
going to be cut 30 per cent. That’s 
pretty substantial,” said George 
Gaspar, an oil industry analyst 
with Robert Baird Co. Analysts- 
noted that The reductions were 
part of an extensive restructuring 
effort at Chevron, one of the 
largest U.S. -based international 
oil companies with a work fpree 
of about 55,000. 

In September. Chevron said it 
would trade more than $1 billion 
in U.S. oil and gas fields to 
■Pennzoil Corp for Chevron stock. 


Clinton promises not to send deficit soarin 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President-elect Clinton said 
Thursday he will put forward an 
economic recovery programme 
featuring business tax breaks and 
increased public works spending 
but promised not to send the 
deficit soaring. 

Mr. Clinton, in his first news 
conference since being elected, 
mentioned public works spending 
and an investment tax credit as 
major pieces of a short-term 
programme be will send Congress 
immediately after his inaugura- 
tion to jump-start the economy, 

Mr. Clinton said many deci- 
sions remain to be made on the 
exact outlines of both proposals 
and whatever else he might in- 
clude in his short-term recovery 
programme. 

However, his comments shed 
light on a debate that had been 
swirling among his advisers on 
whether the economy was in such 
(fire straights that he should aban- 
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DON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
ng world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsesskni 
ie London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 
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U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks ' 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
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Italian lire 
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Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 
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don his modest stimulus program- 
me in favour of a bolder approach 
even if it caused the deficit to 
balloon. 

Mr. Clinton acknowledged that 
economists were split on the 
issue, but he said he wanted to 
steer a middle-ground between 
those favouring an all-out effort 
to get the deficit under control, a 
position embodied in the cam- 
paign by Ross Perot, and those 
favouring an all-out effort to 
accelerate growth. 

Mr. Clinton indicated he would 
stick with his economic plan, 
which calls for moderate in- 
creases in public works spending 
and business tax breaks balanced 
against tax increases on the weal- 
thy and foreign corporations, to 


“send a dear signal to the ■'mar- 
kets at home and abroad that 
we’re going to bring this deficit 
down.” 

Mr. Clinton campaigned on a 
pledge to halve the deficit over 
the next four years. It is projected 
to hit a record $300 billion his 
first year in office. 

“To ignore the deficit is a great 
mistake.” he said. “So Fm going 
to pursue my course, which is 
increase investment, gradual but 
disciplined reduction of the de- 
ficit and we will see if it works.” 

On the investment tax credit. 
Mr. Clinton cited the results of a 
study, done by a private econo- 
mic consulting firm, which he said 
showed that providing businesses 


with a 10 per cent credit for new 
equipment purchases could 
generate 500.000 jobs in the pri- 
vate sector in a year. 

While Mr. Clinton gave every 
indication he was sticking by the 
recovery plan included in his 
campaign book, “putting people 
first," that plan offered only the 
bare outlines of a programme 
that will have to be filled in with 
much greater detail when Mr. 
Clinton submits his first budget to 
Congress. 

One possible approach under 
review by Mr. Clinton’s advisers 
would be to return 10 per cent of 
the cost of new equipment to a 
company in the form of reduced 
federal taxes. However, only 


purchases above a certain amount 
should qualify to limit the drain 
on the treasury and reward only 
investments that otherwise would 
not have been made. 

Mr. Clinton told reporters that 
his economic recovery program- 
me would feature other items as 
well but he did not proride any 
other specifics. In his campaign 
book, he called for $150 billion in 
new taxes over four years on the 
wealthy and foreign corporations. 

■ While many economists have 
questioned whether Mr. Clinton’s 
proposals would raise that 
amount of money, ihose mea- 
sures would have to accompany 
the stimulus package to keep die 
deficit in line. 


Ukraine formally rejects Russian route 


KIEV (AP) — President Leonid 
Kravchuk Thursday announced a 
long-awaited break from Russian 
economic control by declaring 
that the rouble would cease to be 
Igal tender in Ukraine starting 
Friday. 

Hours later. President Nursul- 
tan Nazarbayev of Kazakhstan 
said the Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States (CIS) was failing 
as an economic union and called 
for a more independent course for 
his resource-rich republic. 

The announcements were the 
worst economic news in months 
for the commonwealth, which has 
been little more than a talking 
shop since succeeding the' Soviet 
Union. They showed the repub- 
lics were rebelling against Rus- 
sian domination of the former 
Soviet economy. 

Ukraine has tried to build up 
its own currency and break from 
the Moscow-run monetary system 
to give it freer reign over its 
economy — the second . largest in 
the former Soviet Union. But the 
move also could create new finan- 
cial risks for Ukraine and other 
former Soviet republics. 

The currency announcement 
was contained in a decree signed 
by Mr. Kravchuk last Saturday 
but released only Thursday by the 
official news agency Ukrainin- 


form. Mr. Kravchuk later discus- 
sed the step in a national TV 
address. 

It was the final step in 
Ukraine’s long process of separ- 
ating from the Russian rouble. 
The coupons were introduced 
early this year following the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union in 
December. 

Since then, the small pastel- 
coloured coupons have replaced 
roubles in nearly all daily transac- 
tions, and most ordinary Ukrai- 
nians may not feel the immediate 
effect of the decree. Coupons 
are given as salaries and are die 
only legal tender for stores, res- 
taurants and tickets. 

Russian roubles also are being 
replaced by national currencies or 
coupons m Lithuanian, Estonia, 
Latvia and Azerbaijan. War- 
ravaged Tajikistan has said it 
wants to introduce its own cur- 
rency. 

Mr. Kravchuk’s decree likely 
would make the Ukrainian 
coupon known as the karbovantsi 
in Ukrainian — its be facto cur- 
rency. Ukraine originally planned 
to reintroduce its hryvnia next 
year, but has shelved the plan. 

The decree said the Russian 
rouble would cease to be legal 
tender in Ukraine as of 12 a.ra. 
Friday Moscow time (2100 


GMT). It said all bank accounts 
in Russian roubles would be rede- 
signated as Ukrainian coupons at 
a 1-to-l ratio and could be con- 
verted into cash only in coupons. 

The biggest impact would be 
felt by Ukrainian firms and orga- 
nisations, which still bad to reck- 
on their accounts in roubles. 
They also have had to use roubles 
in trade with Russia and other 
former Soviet republics. 

The decree would sever the 
Ukrainian and Russian monetary 
systems and may force exporters 
and importers to buy coupons for 
trade in Ukraine, said Oleg 
Sinyegovsky, vice president of a 
leading Ukrainian commercial 
bank. 

But few other details were 
known about the coupons, parti- 
cularly how the government will 
set and maintain their value, and 
what will happen to roubles held 
by Ukrainian firms in Russian 
banks. 

“The instructions on how to 
change roubles into coupons will 
come tomorrow," Mr. Sinyegovs- 
ky told the Associated Press. 

Once coupon now is worth 
about two-thirds of a Russian 
rouble on the black market. The 
exchange rate would be set at 
1-to-l for three days and the 
Ukrainian National Bank has 


promised to set a more realistic 
rate later. 

Russia's rouble, meanwhile, 
continued to slide in value Thurs- 
day, closing at 419 to the dollar 
on the Moscow foreign currency 
exchange. The previous low of 
403 roubles was reached at the 
least session on Tuesday. 

Mr. Nazarbayev, speaking to 
the Kazakh parliament in the 
republic lying between Russia 
and Central Asia, said he in- 
tended to introduce a new econo- 
mic plan and blamed Russia for 
“pulling Kazakhstan into shock 
therapy at the world possible 
time.” the Interfax News Agency 
reported. 

“We have proved unable to 
form an economic community” in 
the commonwealth, he said. In- 
terfax said Kazakh officials also 
were considering halting the re- 
public's foiling privatisation prog- 
ramme. 

Earlier Thursday in Kiev, the 
visiting president of the Paris 
Gub of creditor nations, Jean- 
Claude Trichet, said the group 
was willing to defer some of 
Ukraine’s share of the $75-580 
billion former Soviet debt. He 
also urged Prime Minister Leonid 
Kuchma to work out differences 
with Russia, the ITAR-TASS 
news agency said. 


British premier says ‘traumai 
period* for government at enc 


LONDON (R) — Prime Minister 
John Major described his govern- 
ment’s new package for growth as 
signalling the end of a “traumatic 
period” and said it would boost 
confidence in an economy mired 
in the longest recession for 60 
years. 

His embattled government 
Thursday cut interest rates to 
their lowest level since 1978, 
curbed pay rises and announced 
measures to boost the depressed 
car and housing markets. 

But the London stock market 
slipped back Friday on dis- 
appointment that the government 
had not done more to boost the 
economy and trade unions attack- 
ed a 1.5 per cent ceiling on public 
sector pay rises. 

The statement setting out 
spending for the financial year 


starting April 1993 was the first 
detailed outline of strategy since 
the withdrawal of the pound from 
the European Community Ex- 
change Rate Mechanism (ERM) 
two months ago. 

After an upbeat meeting of 
ruling Conservative Party MPs on 
Thursday night, Mr. Major told 
reporters it would create growth 
and get people back to work. 

“It has been a traumatic period 
over recent weeks. The policy is 
dearly in place — economic poli- 
cy, soda! policy," Mr. Major 
said. 

The government’s credibility 
has been severely damaged since 
Britain’s embarrassing exit from 
the ERM and a series of political 
crises which have seen Mr. Ma- 
jor’s popularity plunge. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 


Mauritius expects economic 
growth to increase in 1992 

PORT LOUIS (R) — Economic growth in the Indian Ocean island of 
Mauritius will increase in 1992 after a recovery in the sugar and 
tourism sectors, officials have said. 

Gross domestic product growth of 6.4 per cent is expected in this 
calendar year compared with the 4.7 per cent growth of 1991 , official 
planning figures forcast. 

“The economy grew satisfactorily last year and 1992 promises to be 
relatively good.” Economic Planning Minister Swaiay Kasenally told 
Reuters. 

The government estimates sugar production will reach 660,000 
tonnes in 1992 compared to 611.400 tonnes last year. The lower 
output in 1991 was blamed on drought- Most sugar is exported to 
European Community states. 

Sugar exports in 1992 are expected to be worth Mauritius rupees 
5.4 billion ($358 million), slightly higher than last year’s rupees 5.22 
billion ($346 million). 

Over 330,000 tourists are expected to visit the Idyllic island this 
year, earning rupees 4.4 billion ($291 million) against the 300,670 
arrivals and earnings of rupees 3.94 billion ($261 million) in 1991. 


Taiwan-CMna trade surges 


(Finance Minister) Norman 
Lamont said Friday that all the 
conditions for a resumption of 
economic growth were now in 
place. 

He told BBC radio in an inter- 
view that the £4 billion (S6 bil- 
lion) package would “give a boost 
to confidence and a boost to 
growth." 

“I have given a boost to invest- 
ment in the private sector...I 
have controlled public spending 
...and thirdly I have given us the 
lowest interest rates since 1978, 
the lowest in the European Com- 
munity,” he pointed out. 

“If those aren’t three reasons 
to be confident I don’t know what 
is," Mr. Lamont said. 

The one percentage point cut 
in interest rates to seven per cent 
came into effect Friday. 

It bad already been factored 
into financial markets a day ear- 
lier and the Financial Times- 
Stock Exchange index of 100 
leading British shares was down 
9.1 points at 2,717 in early trading 
Friday amid disappointment that 
Mr. Lamont’s statement did not 
go for enough- 

“The statement and the (rate) 


cut are a step in the right direc- 
tion but the bottom line is 
whether they are enough to boost 
confidence," one London trader 
said. 

Trade unions said the ceiling 
on public sector pay rises was a 
blow to teachers, health and 
transport workers. 

“Five million public sector 
workers are being told they must 
pay the price of the government’s 
incompetence.” said Trade Un- 
ion Congress General Secretary 
Norman Willis. 

The government is expecting 
cheering news on the inflation 
front, with October figures ex- 
pected to show a fall in the annual 
rate to 3.4 per cent from 3.6 per 
cent. 

That may dispel some of gloom 
created by Thursday's jobless tot- 
al for October, showing a rise of 
24,200 to 2.87 million, or 10.1 per 
cent of the workforce. 

Mr. Lamont stuck to the Con- 
servative government's tight poli- 
cies on public spending, confirm- 
ing an overall limit of £244.5 
billion ($372 billion), a 4.5 per 
cent increase, for the year start- 
ing next April 5. 


TAIPEI (R) — Trade between 
China and Taiwan through Hong 
Kong surged 33 per cent from a 
year earlier to $4.67 billion in the 
first eight months of 1992, the 
Board of Foreign Trade has said. 

The island’s exports to China 
climbed 38 per cent to S3.92 
billion while imports rose 12 per 
cent to $741 million. 

Trade will continue growing 
rapidly as increasing Taiwanese 


investment in Guna, which now 
totals over $4 billion, fuels purch- 
ases of machinery and compo- 
nents by factories on the main- 
land. the board said. 

It urged local businessmen to 
exploit the China market through 
trade rather than direct invest- 
ment. saying Taiwanese factories 
on the mainland could suffer if 
trade disputes between Washing- 
ton and Beijing reappeared. 


Old books on the Middle East, in English. 

Please call tel. 690463, Mohammad Qasem. 


; APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A ground floor apartment in Abdoun. behind the Orthodox 
Club. Consists of three bedrooms (1 master bedroom with 
a terrace) and an L-shaped living, dining and guests room 
with 3 bathrooms and kitchen with terrace. 

For information call Tel: 828712 or 662182 


FOR RENT 

Semi-villa, semi-furnished (could be fully furnished), three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, large living area, dining room 
and a kitchen, with garden, garage and telephone. 
Centrally-heated. 

Location: Jabal Amman, between First & Second Circles. 

Please phone No. 813953 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


DELUXE FURNISHED AFARTKSEB3T 
FOR RENT 

A super furnished apartment, 3 bedrooms. 
Located in Shmeisani. 

Long or short period. 

Please call tel. 698207 


PUBLIC INVITATION 

On the occasion of His Majesty King Hussein’s 
Birthday, the Department of Antiquities has the 
pleasure to invite all citizens, residents and their 
guests to visit national museums and sites 
including Petra and Jerash free of charge on this 
happy day 14 November 1992. 


NUMISMATIC EXHIBITION 

(International Currency Exhibition) 

Rare and recent banknote currency from the Middle 
East and other countries, coins and commemorative 
items and medals. - 

Exhibition at Dar Ai Bashir Gallery. Jerusalem Jewel 
Commercial Centre, Abdali, King Hussein Street. 
Starting Sat. Nov. M-16 between 9 a.m. -6 p.m. 

For information, call 623725 or 612421 
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asefire holds in Sarajevo; 
fating continues elsewhere 


SARAJEVO C Agencies) — Bos- 
nian rivals fought in the northern 
part of the republic but honoured 
their latest truce in the besieged 
capital Sarajevo, where residents 
spent their quietest night in many 
months, Bosnian radio said Fri- 
day. : 

"Last night was completely 
quiet in Sarajevo. Our ^citizens 
have been waiting for such a night 
for z long time,” the radio broad- 
caster said. 

The iatest truce, for the first 
time vouched for by the military 
commanders of warring Serbs. 
Muslims and Croats, went into 
effect Thursday at one minute 
after midnight. 

“Is it {the truce) for real or will 
they 2 ttack us by surprise? Don’t 
relax too much, it's not the time 
for that,” the broadcaster said. 

Some automatic weapons fire 
was heard around midnight, but it 
was not serious by local stan- 
dards. 

Bosnian rivals traded accusa- 
tions of violating the truce but 
their charges could not be inde- 
pendently verified. 

The Muslim government- 
controlled Bosnian radio said the 
ceasefire was not holding in 
northern Bosnia around the 
towns of Grarlacac. Srebrenica, 
Olovo, Breza. Brcko and others, 
where, it said. Serb forces were 
still attacking. 

The 3e!grade-based news 
aeenev. Tanjug. said Muslim 
artillery shelled the northern Bos- 
nian town of Doboj and said 
Muslims were on an offensive on 
the fourth day running in eastern 
Bosnia around the towns of Foca, 
Gorazde and Tmova. 

Bosnia's Muslim President Ali- - 


ja Izetbegovic accused Serb 
forces Thursday of blatantly 
violating the ceasefire by shelling 
the central Bosnian town of Trav- 
nik crowded with thousnds of 
refogees. 

Serb forces denied the charges 
and Tanjug said Croat and Mus- 
lim forces launched artillery 
attacks on Serb lines in the region 
Thursday morning and were re- 
pulsed. 

Bosnian Serbs' leader Radovan 
Karadzic accused the Muslims . 
and Croats of not being in- 
terested in peace, the Bosnian 
Serbs' News Agency (SRNA) re- 
ported Friday. 

He warned of the possibility of 
another war between Serbia and 
Croatia and said the Yugoslav- 
Croatian agreement in Geneva 
was a “dead letter" because of 
what he said was a Croatian drive 
against Serb positions in southern 
Bosnia. 

“The large violations of the 
ceasefire, first of all in the River 
Neretva Valley, shows that the 
Croatian side wants to exert 
pressure on the U.N. Security 
Council before its session Friday, 
in order to make a new anti-Serb 
decision.” he said. 

Frustrated by Bosnia's intract- 
able civil war, the Security Coun- 
cil Friday opens a lengthy debate 
that may "result in a resolution 
tightening sanctions and imposing 
a naval blockade against Yugosla- 
via. 

Mr. Karadzic called on the 
international community to "in- 
tervene urgently with the same 
pressure on Croatia with threats 
of sanctions, because the hitherto 
existing policies of unilateral ' 
pressure led to the escalation of 


the conflict." 

Bosnian radio and SRNA said 
representatives of the southern 
Bosnian Croats and Serbs with 
U.N. peacekeepers would meet 
in Stolac to discuss the imple- 
mentation of the ceasefire and 
deployment of U.N. peacekeep- 
ing forces. 

Diplomats say the ceasefire 
might allow progress in talks be- 
tween international mediators in 
Geneva and political leaders of 
the rival ethnic communities. Pre- 
vious ceasefires were quickly 
broken and some have been com- 
pletely ignored. 

Frustrated by rampant smug- 
gling of everything from gasoline 
to iron, the Security Council 
Thursday was considering enforc- 
ing its six-month-old embargo of 
Yugoslavia with a naval block- 
ade. 

A draft resolution before the 
15-member Council says the 
blockade is one of several 
methods being considered to 
strengthen the embargo intended 
to punish Yugoslavia — consist- 
ing of Serbia and Montenegro — 
for fomenting war in neighbour- 
ing Bosnia- Herzegovina. 

The Council banned most trade 
with Yugoslavia on May 30. 
While the sanctions have hurt the 
weak Yugoslav economy, they 
could not cut off supplies. 

Associated Press reporters 
h^ve seen black marketeers 
hawking difficult-to-get gasoline 
ration coupons and rigaretres. 
Customs officials in neighbouring 
countries have been taking bribes 
to let banned goods through the 
embargo. And Yugoslavs in 
motorboats regularly putter up 
to ships from former Soviet re- 
publics that traverse Serbia on 


the Danube River. 

Under the Security Council re- 
solutions, nations would be re- 
quired “to halt all inward and 
outward maritime shipping in 
order to inspect and verify their 
cargoes and destinations.” The 
resolution specifically mentions 
the Danube, where Romania and 
Bulgaria would have to inspect 
ships. 

NATO said Thursday it .would 
cut the naval force sent to moni- 
tor sanctions against the rump 
Yugoslav state from the Adriatic 
and that the Western European 
Union was expected to do the 
same. 

Both organisations sent naval 
forces to the area in July. The 
warships have no powers to stop 
and search vessels, only to moni- 
tor their movements. Alliance 
diplomats say the mission has 
been heavily criticised for having 
achieved little. 

A NATO spokesman said a 
meeting of ambassadors from the 
16 alliance nations in Brussels 
Wednesday decided that the mis- 
sion “could be carried out by a 
reduced monitoring force.” 
NATO's military authorities had 
already been given instructions. 

The spokesman said there 
would be “a corresponding 
decision” by the WEU, whose 
members are all in NATO, but 
declined to give further details on 
how many ships would be with- 
drawn and when they would re- 
turn to port. 

The exact number of ships on 
patrol in the Adriatic varies, but 
NATO has sent a force of eight 
frigates and destroyers, while the 
WEU has three or four vessels 
operating there. 


Bernese troops said poised to hit border camp 

RANGOON (R) — More than 
230 Burmese government «roops 
and 160 insurgents have been 
killed in three months of fighting 
along the Thai- Burmese border, 
official media said. 

A Reuter reporter on the bor- 
der said government forces were 
poised to assault an important 
Karen insurgent base. 

Guerrillas and civilians were 
fleeing across the Moie River into 
Thailand, he said. 

in Rangoon, the Working Peo- 
ples Daily, voice of the ruling 
junta, said the army had launched 
new campaigns on Aug. 1 after 
the insurgents took advantage of 
a government ceasefire declared 
in~April. 

Army columns backed by air 
.support recaptured southern 
areas last week after a series of 
clashes with Karen ethnic guerril- 


las and dissident students, it said. 

The single biggest action 
appeared to be the recapture of 
Hweponglao Camp in the eastern 
command. It was overrun by in- 
surgents in early September and 
three officers and 44 soldiers 
were killed or went missing in the 
battle to retake it. 

Total losses in the offensives up 
to Nov. 6 were 231 government 
troops, including four officers, 
and 167 insurgents, the newspap- 
er said. 

At Hauvlor village on the Thai 
side of the border, mortar bar- 
rages and machinegun fire could 
be heard Thursday around the 
Karen camp of Tawootha a few 
'kilometres inside Burma. 

About 600 Karen were based at 
the camp, lying about 120 
kilometres south of their head- 
quarters at Manerplaw. 


A Karen officer told the Reu- 
ter reporter that 12 of his men 
had been killed in fighting there 
since last week. 

Twenty bombs had Sanded in 
the camp that day, he said. 

Civilians were already being 
evacuated, he said. As he spoke 
about 50 guerrillas crossed the 
Moie into Thailand. 

One of them, a student, said he 
doubted the camp could be held. 

Many dissident students have 
fled to the border and teamed up 
with the Karen since troops 
crushed a pro-democracy uprising 
in Rangoon and other cities in 
1988. 

The Karen themselves, a large- 
ly Christian group in this mainly 
Buddhist country, ha-e fought 
the Rangoon government almost 
since Burma's independence 
from Britain^ 1948. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


sj.SC. badfcs Japan plutonium shipment 

TOKYO (R) — Britain fully supports Japan’s controversial 
shipment of 1.7 tonnes of highly toxic plutonium from France, 
British Energy Minister Timothy Eggar said. “1 made it clear to 
(Japan) that we are very much in support of this shipment,” said 
Mr. Eggar, who is on an official visit. “We are also satisfied with 
the safety arrangements that have been taken, and we entirely 
understand that Japan needs to complete its nuclear fuel cycle,” 
he added. Mr. Eggar said British Nuclear Fuel Pic (BNFL) was 
interested in such shipments, and that there were contracts signed 
15 years ago for plutonium to be shipped to Japan from Britain. 
The Akatsuki Maru, the 3,800-tonne freighter carrying the 
plutonium, left the French port of Cherbourg Saturday and is now 
in the Atlantic with a Japanese coastguard escort. 

France, Russia sign nuclear accords 

PARIS l A? ; — France and Russia signed a series of accords 
under which France will participate in destroying 90 per cent of 
Russia's nuclear weapons. French Foreign Minister Roland 
Dumas and his Russian counterpart Andrei Kozyrev signed the 
agreements after more than a year of negotiations on the fate of 
Russia's weapons of mass destruction. French delegations, led by 
former Defence Minister Gerard Renon, made several trips to 
Moscow to determine how France could participate in de- 
molishing Russian nuclear arms. The United States and Britain 
will also take part in destroying the weapons. The difference with 
France’s participation is that it will destroy the fissionable 
material in the nuclear weapons it scraps, whereas the United 
States stockpiles it. The two ministers also signed accords under 
which Russia will return French historical documents seized by 
the Nazis in 1940 and recovered by the Soviet army in 1945. 

Pretoria backtracks on pledge to ANC 

CAPE TOWN (R) — The South African government will not 
fence migrant-workers hostels implicated in township violence, 
government sources said. The decision, a concession to the mainly 
Zulu hostel dwellers, could jeopardise efforts to revive multi- 
party democracy talks with the African National Congress 
(ANC). which demanded the hostels be fenced. The ANC blames 
hostel dwellers for the escalating violence in black townships. The 
Zulu-based Inkatha Freedom Party is the ANC’s main rival for 
the allegimce of black South Africans in talks on power sharing 
with the white government. An ANC official said moves to 
resume negotiations with the government later this month would 
collapse if Pretoria broke its promise to fence the hostels. The 
government sources told Reuters that opposition from the hostel 
dwellers made it impossible to implement the plan. 

Belgian relief worker hurt in Angola 

BRUSSELS (R) — .The international aid group Medecins Sans 
Frontieres (MSF) said one of its aid workers had been seriously 
wounded in Angola. Brussels-based MSF said Belgian Pascal 
Andre had been attacked by a bandit in the central Angolan town 
of Huambo Tuesday night. It had no further details on the attack. 
An MSF spokesman said Andre was flown to the Namibian 
capital Windhoek after being treated in Huambo by a Russian 
surgeon. His condition was "very serious”. 


Slovaks to go on making, selling arms 

PRAGUE (R) — The Slovak government has lifted limitations on 
arms production in Slovakia and will allow producers to continue 
selling their weapons, the Slovak p.^-nier was quoted as saying. 
Arms manufacturers will be able to sell to East European and 
Arab markets, Vladimir Mectar toid Slovak Radio, according to 
the independent Czech daily Mlada Fronta Ones. He said the 
Slovak government took the decision to help reduce unemploy- 
ment further in Slovakia. The jobless rate in Slovakia in October 
was 10.4 per cent, roughly four times the unemployment in the 
western and richer Czech Republic. Slovak unemployment has 
been falling since January when it reached 12.74 per cent. 

China has 4,000 political prisoners 

PEKING (R) — China had imprisoned about 4,000 people for 
crimes of “counter-revolution" in its vast network of jails and 
labour camps by the end of 1991, police officials told an 
Australian human rights delegation. Senator Chris Schacht, 
leading the nine-member Australian group, said Thursday that 
officials from the Ministry of Public Security had disclosed the 
figure for political prisoners during talks. “The total number of 
people convicted and serving sentences for so-called counter- 
revolutionary crimes totals 4.000.” Sen. Schachi told a news 
conference. “We've never previously received information of that 
size.” Robin Munro, regional representative for the human rights 
group Asia Watch, also said he believed this was the first time 
China had given a precise official estimate of the size of its 
population of political prisoners. 

Menchu’s brother reports death threats 

CHIMEL, Guatemala (AP) — The brother of Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate Rigoberta Menchu says he's received death threats since 
she was honoured last month for her work defending Guatemala's 
Indians. Fear also stalks other family members in the western 
highlands, where military and paramilitary groups still operate 
freely and violently against suspected leftists despite six years of 
civilian government. "Members of voluntary civil patrols have 
sent woid they want to end the Menchu lineage and will start with 
the oldest surviving brother first.” Nicolas Menchu. 43. told the 
Associated Press.” I fear for my life.” Rightist security forces 
have targeted Guatemala's 5 million Indians on suspicion of 
harbouring guerrilla sympathies. Nicolas Menchu said he was in 
the hamlet of La Danta on Oct. 29 on his way to farm a small 
famQy plot in Chimel when a group of men armed with machetes 
and guns approached him. Mr. Menchu said the men were patrol 
oommandeTS and they accused his sister of being a guerrilla and 
threatened to kill him if he returned to the area. 

Inuit back plan for own region 

IQALUIT. Northwest Territories (AP) — Inuit in the eastern 
Arctic have overwhelmingly approved the creation of Canada's 
third territory, officials announced Thursday. Sixty-nine percent 
of those voting backed a deal which gives the Inuit a form of 
self-government and clear title to an area about half the size of 
Alberta. The new region, carved out of the Northwest Territories, 
will be called Nunavut, which means “our land” in Inuktitut, the 
Inuit language. Election officials reported that 80 per cent of the 
9,648 eligible Inuit turned out for the Nov. 3-5 referendum, which 
passed even though those who did not cast ballots were counted as 
no votes. The results of the vote were released Thursday at a new 
conference. 


CAPTURED TANK: A group of Abkhazi men 
examine a Georgian army tank that they had 
capture in the village of Eschera, in Georgia’s 


rebel region of Abkhazia. Georgian and ««**&*“ 
officials are expected to visit the area faan effort 
to try to bring the conflict to an end (AFP photo) 


In April, the military called off 
its offensive against the Karen as 
it seemed on the verge of captur- 
ing Manerplaw. 

Thursday's Working People's 
Daily said the guerrillas wrongly 
concluded that the government's 
offer for peace was a sign that it 
was in a tight corner. 

“Their malicious intent was 
completely foiled by the milit- 
ary's fierce counter-offensives, it 
said. 

Fighting is likely to increase as 
the dry season is now beginning. 

Several thousands civilians 
from the ethnic minorities have 
already fled over the border. 

Burmese troops have also cros- 
sed in pursuit of guerrillas, draw- 
ing protest from the Thai milit- 
ary. which is normally friendly 
with the junta. 


Situation deteriorates in Angola 

But they vowed their enemies 
will never pass river defences that 
saved the Angolan capital from 
rebel troops on the eve of inde- 
pendence in 1975. 

UNIT A forces have advanced 
to some 40 kilometres north of 
Luanda. Diplomats and military 
experts say they are well- 
equipped and stronger than ever. 

“It seems we are on the road to 
war," government Gen. Higino 
Camerro said Wednesday in 
Luanda. 

The Luanda fighting effectively 
decapitated UNIT A ’s command 
structure, but that did not stop 
the formerly U.S. -backed rebels 
from flexing their military mus- 
cle. They seized two provincial 
capitals and reportedly closed on 
two others. 

"They will never pass here,” 
vowed Pedro Valentim. a police 
officer at Panguila's bridge over 
the Bengo River — the govern- 
ment's last defence north of 
Luanda. 

“No one has ever gotten past 
these rivers,” he said, pointing 
south towards the next river at 
Kifandongo. where the National 
Front for the Liberation of Ango- 
la was halted as it pushed towards 
Luanda just before Nov. 11, 
1975. the day Angola gained in- 


LUANDA (Agencies) — The 
situation in Angola deteriorated 
further Friday as state radio re- 
ported that UN IT A rebels were 
advancing in the provinces and 
hunting down government sup- 
porters. 

State rad'c said the provincial 
capital of northern Malanje pro- 
vince was virtually circled by UN- 
fTA troops who were advancing 
some 15 kilometres away. 

“The provincial government 
called for help.” the radio said. 

It reported that UN1TA was 
carrying out ‘ a door-to-door 
search for government supporters 
in central Bie province, which 
UNIT A virtually controls. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of thi: claims. 

U.N. peacekeeping chief Mar- 
rack Goulding warned Thursday 
that time was running out to avert 
another civil war. 

He ended a week-long visit 
aimed at consolidating a 'truce, 
saving UNITA and the MPLA 
government had only weeks to 
restart dialogue on consolidating 
a ceasefire and revive Mav 1991 
peace accords that e id ed 16 rears of 
civil war. 

“There is not much time left.” 
he told a news conference. “The 
country is in crisis and rhe peace 
process is seriously threatened." 

The United Nations is due to 
pull out several hundred obser- 
vers monitoring the peace 
accords by Nov. 30. 

Mr. Goulding S 2 id it was up to 
the two foes to begirt negotiating 
by then if they wanted the Secur- 
ity Council to agree to an en- 
hanced role in the country. 

Fighting has swept Angola 
since UNITA leader Jonas 
Savimbi disputed U.N.- 
monitored elections held in late 


September and his forces began 
occupying more than half of the 
country in violation of the truce. 

More than 1,000 people died 
last week in the capital Luanda 
when government forces and civi- 
lian militias went on a revenge 
rampage against UNITA mem- 
bers and the carnage de -railed 
negotiations under way, Mr. 
Goulding said. 

Mr. Goulding, sent to Angola 
by U.N. secretary General 
Bouton Ghali on a last-ditch 
peace mission, said President 
Jose Eduardo Dos Santos and 
Mr. Savimbi told him they 
wanted peace but both attached 
conditions and there was deep 
distrust. 

The one promising sign was 
that a shaky ceasefire was holding 
in some parts of the country, he 
said. 

Many diplomats believe total 
war is inevitable after the Luanda 
battles in which a dozen top 
UNITA (National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola) 
officials — Mr. Savimbi’s nego- 
tiating team — were killed or 
captured. 

“I don’t see any solution, it's a 
complete checkmate.” said one 
Western diplomat. 

The elections gave the MPLA 
(Popular Movement for the Li- 
beration of Angola) a parliamen- 
tary majority although Mr. Dos 
Sanlos narrowly failed to win 
enough votes to avoid a run-off 
with Mr. Savimbi. Most people 
doubt a second round will ever be 
held. 

Meanwhile, relaxing next to a 
giant haip-shaped bridge, gov- 
ernment soldiers and police did 
not seem ready to fight the UN- 
ITA rebel troops only a stone’s 
throw away. 


dependence from Portugal. 

This time, it might be different. 

Western diplomats and military 
experts say UNITA still has up to 
55,000 men in the field. They still 
have a U.S.-supplied Stinger mis- 
siles, 120-mm mortars and a large 
stockpile of guns and ammuni- 
tion. 

Most government forces have 
been disbanded and the remain- 
ing 15,000 placed under a joint 
command by 1991 peace accords. 
UNITA withdrew from the joint 
army. 


Japan’s political crisis deepens 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's political 
crisis has deepened after the rul- 
ing party, battling to shield its 
leaders from scandal fall-out, de- 
manded that opposition figures 
testify on their own lin ks to mobs- 
ters and shady schemes. 

Parliamentary busin ess, in par- 
ticular debate on a cru dal econo- 
mic package, halted this week 
and showed no sign of resuming 
as ruling and opposition parties 
drew battle lines over the wide- 
ning Sagawa money-and- 


gangsters scandal. 

The governing Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP), indignant 
over opposition demands that 10 
LDP veterans testify about their 
role in the Sagawa scam, decided 
to counter-attack. 

They came up with their own 
list of 11 opposition members 
they said should appear to answer 
to allegations ranging from tax 
evasion to links to Sagawa. 

After suffering a day of scorn- 
ful attacks, some from within 


their own party, LDP elders 
pared down the list to five, elimi- 
nating in the process anyone who 
might have been connected to 
Sagawa. 

“LDP policymakers are lost, 
with no sense of direction or 
purpose,” said a Socialist Party 
official. 

“We won’t bow to their de- 
mands, they are just aimed at 
diverting attention away from the 
LDP s links to the Sagawa scan- 
dal.” 


Washington prepares for Hollywood 
style inaugural events for Clinton 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A com- 
bination of Hollywood style and 
relaxed, down -home celebration 
will set the tone for the inaugura- 
tion of President-Elect Bill Clin- 
ton. 

Workers at the U.S. Capitol 
began building platforvns Thurs- 
day for the inaugural >ceremony. 
to be held at the Wes*. Front of 
the Capitol on Jan. 20. 

Sen. Wendell Ford of Ken- 
tucky. the chairman of the Joint 
Congressional Commitvee on In- 
augural Ceremonies, said he ex- 
pects the largest crowd ever at 
such an event. 

"I think it’s been 12 years of 
anxiety, and the people want to 
come out to see their mew presi- 
dent.” Sen. Ford said at a news 
conference outside the capitol. 

He said Congress has appropri- 
ated 5906,000 for the ce remony at 
the Capitol, but he hopes to 
spend less. Mr. Bush's inaugura- 
tion in 1989 cost $746i,000, but 
was smaller than what'?; expected 
this time. Sen. Ford said. About 
150,000 people attended that 
ceremony. 

For the upcoming ceremony, 
tickets will be printed for 250,000 
people 37,000 seated, the rest 
standing in front of the platform," 
Some 75.000 to 80,000 of the 
tickets will be distributed for 
standing-room areas ont the mall. 


In keeping with the down-to- 
earth style of the new administra- 
tion - and the environmental 
activism of Vice President- Elec: 
A) Gore - invitations to the Capi- 
tol ceremony will be printed on 
60 per cent recycled paper. 

Meanwhile a leading Republi- 
can member of the Senate Fore- 
ign Relations Committee pledged 
support Thursday to President- 
Elect Clinton in efforts to exer- 
cise U.S. leadership in world 
affairs. 

Sen. Richard Lugar of Indiana 
said Mr. Clinton's victory in the 
election freed the president-elect 
from the need to concentrate so 
heavily on domestic affairs as he 
had to do during the campaign. 

“My hope would be than Presi- 
dent Clinton would very early 
affirm... that the position of his 
administration will be for a con- 
tinuing. certain presence of the 
United States in Europe,” he 
said. 

"Not in the same form and in 
the same locations were our 
troops are now located and clear- 
ly in dose consultation with our 
colleagues in NATO, but never- 
theless (with the) certainty that 
we are a partner in that en- 
• oeavour to stay. I am very hope- 
ful that declaration wili come 
soon and will come with certainty 
and clarity. It is so important 


fundamentally.” 

Sen. Lugar said the United 
States and partners in Europe 
must soon decide on a decisive 
solution to the conflicts in the 
republics of former Yugoslavia. 

“The facts of life are that with- 
out there being an American 
presence, and I would say Amer- 
ican leadership in this situation, a 
solution is not going to occur, 
whether with the Europeans, or 
with the Security Council of the 
United Nations, or in any other 
forum...,” Sen. Lugar said. 

“’Hie world wants U.S. lead- 
ership. The thing doesn’t work 
without U.S. leadership and in a 
very strange way for a year we 
have not had much U.S. lead- 
ership..." 

He argued that America's own 
prosperity will be at risk unless it 
takes the lead to bring security in 
which trade, tourism, and busi- 
ness exchanges can flourish. 

“As an American of opposite 
political faith to Gov. Clinton, I 
wll cheer him on in every way 
that he wishes to seize the intiata- 
tive and take important interna- 
tional leadership from the begin- 
ning.” ^ 

Sen. Lugar spoke at a meeting' 
^ Efirope, a magazine 
published by the delegations of 
5“ e European Community in 
Washington. 
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